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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


in Reply i Pimm Refer to 

Fit* I\o. MY 100-160469 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York 
January 26, 1970 



THE COMMITTEE OF LIAISON 
WITH FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN 
DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 




The January 20, 1970 issue of the "Daily World", 
contained in article entitled "Ready To Assist POW's Families". 


The article dated January 19, 1970 Is set forth 
as follows:. 

\of » tr "The Committee of Liaison With Families 


# 


^ W w 

ft* "The Committee of Liaison With Pamilles 
hf Servicemen Detained In North Vietnam opened 
p.ts doors at 365 West 42nd Street, In New York 
City today. 




"The committee, at the request of the 
North Vietnamese, will facilitate communication 
between families In the United States and 
servicemen now Imprisoned In North Vietnam. 

It will receive letters from servicemen and 


>h ,v>> BcrvieoBoii in nonn Vietnam. 

tj3 nP** w111 **®ceive letters from servicemen and 
* ^ orward them to the families at the rate of 

C- one a month. It will also forward letters 
{ and packages to North Vietnam at the request 
of relatives. 


-■if 
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n£> "According to Steve Halllwell, a spokesman, 

•Kfy* the committee will function entirely apart from 
op the United States government. 1 The families 

of the prisoners?, he said, *are In the middle 

of a propaganda ploy by the government that 

can only be Intended to prolong the war by 

Increasing hatred for the Vietnamese'. m n lTOttnM | M , n ^ 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the 
FBI and Is loaned to your agency; It and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

a z /77S79“'^ 


( 1 


THE COMMITTEE OP LIAISON 
WITH FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN 




"The group has aade elaar Its belief 
that 'the safe return of these men (POW'a) 
and the half alllion others that the V. S. 
maintains In South Vietnam, Laos# Thailand 
and aboard naval vessel a - who can also be 
viewed as prisoners, prisoners of their 
own government since many have been sent to 
fight In a war against the dictates of their 
own conscience - can only come with a decision 
on the part of the U. S. government to withdraw 
from Vietnam' . 

"Mrs. Cora Weiss, co-chairman of the 
Committee of Liaison, who visited North 
Vietnam last December and brought back the 
names of 132 prisoners, said that though 
papers in places as far away as Mexico City 
and Jerusalem were carrying these stories, 
the New York Times and the Washington Post 
had blacked them out. 

"Mrs. Weiss charged that the story of the 

mm A erne n ■> n V we TTm 4 a aj! O A e a am ^ ^ a h ■ 4- N & 4 mm «% 
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in which 1,200 Vietnamese civilians had been 
taken out in ships and drowned had been coaqpletely 
Ignored In this country. Mrs. Weiss said that 
during her visit to North Vietnam, a 21 year 
old Vietnamese woman, a survivor of the massacre, 
described how the victims were put in plastic 
bags, tied up with electric cord and. dropped 
into the sea. Mrs. Weiss said she would 
present the details at a press conference in 
Washington, later this month." 

The "Daily World" is an East Coast Communist 


newspaper. 
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ReiSew York airtel and Lili dated 1/26/70, captioned 
as above. - - 

3y LHi- and airtel dated 1/29/70, captioned, "wU-L-l. ST ll.-J, 
E0.< , Ir:Fo CuiiC.iRFIHG - MISC. M , .-.TO reported on Women 

Strike for Peace sponsored press conference held by Cdt-* ’ 7.JI3S 
in the Cannon House Office Building, WDC , on 1/27/70. 

Since captioned committee has no active brand'; in ' TjC , 
this ijeitter is considered RcC. 
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J. Walten'Yeagley 
Assistant Attorney General 
Internal! Security Division 
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subject: The ^onmflfctee ^ Liaison With Fam ilies^^,/^ 
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erv icemen Detained in North Vietnam 


Reference is made to previous information furnishe 
by your Bureau concerning the above subject. 

Enclosed for your information are copies of th^ ; 

following material which were made available to this 

Division in connection with the above subject: . 

£L<f> S^trh- — •»- 

1. Subject letter to the wife of a U.S. prisoner 
in Vietnam (name blanked out) ; 


•JMm:# V p — 
Mr. ’-'-r — 
Mr. V * 1 : :an.. 
Mr. . O *■* -ad _ 

Mr. Kc*lt 

Mr. Gale 
Mr. Rosen/^ 
Mr. Soltfvaii_ 
Mr. Tavel 

if„ C' 

JUT. ouyara — 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes^ 
Miss Gandy — 


2. Information Sheet dated January 1970 allegedly 
disseminated by subject; 

3. Press Release of March 25, 1970 by Congressman 
Wilson; 

4. Press Release of March 18, 1970 by Congressman 

Wilson. \ 

The information contained in the above enclosures 
indicates that the subject committee may have incurred 
an obligation to register in accordance with the 
provisions of the Foreign Agents Registration Act since 
it appears that at the request of a foreign government 
j it has engaged in political activity within the United 
I States on behalf of such foreign government. Prior to 
making a final determination as to such an obligation, 
it is desired that additional investigation be under- 
taken to develop, if possible, admissible evidence to 
establish that the subject committee/ is in fact acting 
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witnin tne uniteu otates at uie request uj. uic wvcuinicnL 
of North Vietnam, and that it is engaged in political 
activity as defined in Section l(o) of the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act or as a publicity agent as defined in 
Section 1(h) of the Act. . ’v Lo 



ces with the subject 
committee and the correspondence they received from it. 


It is also desired that other recipients of subject 
conroittee letters be located and interviewed, if possible, 
as to their experiences with the subject committee. 


It is also desired that efforts be made to determine 
whether the mimeographed letter and the Information Sheet 
of January 1970 (enclosures 1 and 2 above) were in fact 
prepared and disseminated by the subject corranittee. Also 
whether other printed material has been prepared, distri- 
buted or disseminated by the subject committee. 

It will also be helpful to know whether the subject 
committee is engaged in activities other than those 
described in the enclosures . 
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IN WllBM. II, C.. CaUPMIMA 

V|CK CNAI1MW 
VUUA* ft. *MT, « C.. 

VuiM> * f V.C . MtOHMa 

lUNI Mm. K.C., Thai 
§*.*♦• 0 Cmu. 1C. flMMCMVurra 
Viuim c. Cuait. B.C.. PUfttM 
ViUlii H IcCiuKti. V.C.. Ml* 
VUIU L, MIN|>. H.C., lU. (fHUKII 

HCHUIt 

*MfM C MTW, I.C., 

TAKAS VAfH 

lam OLiitn, va. 



a i i *vr IMA 

murui a, i7/u 


ckixvtivk coaarmu 

M*N.» ft. BbqTZMA* *. C . CKHk 
lllllMI J. Mitmi. B.C.. at*. 

fti.cn <• Dens B.C.. Vummii 
Cwiitn j. «<»«. a c,. ax* 
put KrntiMu, a.C.. Turn t Mi t 
«|L*n IRIU, a.C.. ftMT* CACftil* 

Tutut a. FEi.Lf , a.C.. VHKINTti 
jmi f . utL»i. a.c.. 

a. Au-Ca ftaiYM. H C.. Califoimu 
vuuac b a i mall. a.c.. mb* ;iui 

aaaniaft coaamri chair a am 
M as muhmu. a.c.. mini 

EXECUTIVE PMUCTOR 
Jam. T CAlRin* 




Mr. James Weldon 
Chief of Registration Section 

United States Department of JutHct ^ 

Boom 414. Federal Trianali Bldg. 

915 9th St., N.W* 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

Deaf Mr. Wildon: 

Pursuant to our telephone o on vari a tion of yesterday, 1 am 
enclosing tha material wa discussed aboil the possibility that a newly- 
formed oommlttaa of tha “peace movement” might ba I labia to tha provisions 
of tha Foraign Agants Registration Act. 

This (notarial has bean pro vi dad by Congressman Bob Wilson, 
of California, who raeaivad It from wives of U.S. military personnel who 
are prisoners in North Vietnam. The name of one recipient was withheld, 
as you will see from the copy. She feared retaliation against her husband. 
Identification and any other Information required could be provided to your 
Department. 
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I am also enclosing a self-explanatory press release based upon 
a communication sent to your Department today by Congressman Wilson. 
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,' -. ; * . *ith ft ail tea’ of Serviceman* Detained in^orth Vietne; 

• \ ^ ^t s *^ S^*ot, J«» lork; S.r, *.0036 Cr.2>7t5. 
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r V« or* ancloetni * lot tor to you fttw . ;. .... ' i * ' 

* vritt*ft ft* oa a «op of **t«atLoa.ia the Democratic Republic of YUin&ic. 

. . ^ The patter it forward to you throat the aeuly formed Cosaittee.of lioi 

- . . • • * * , ; * . . . ; 

-. .lutter.along frith 6S oth«r* t mi recently banded to Loui* Schneider 
■* J?.**^***? «thorivi« In, Hanoi, and ho vailed them to ui from von* JCon** 

>. *** itv lint \?ith o dTstoft for handling rush letter* which ha* bc«r, * * 

Open'od ap to our Cftaalt tat ,by the Democratic SUp^blie of i/in t-.^ ( 

Tat Committee of Lici**» i* composed of individual* active in the Af rica** 1 
pooct »ovMtnt and o;#o*ed to the &<►$♦ military intervention in Vietnam. 

gelded to use our Cor.^iwt^c z* z 








, , A _ . ^ i» oittoeo rataer than typed on 

.et*«rhead. *« are a tww ooncitto* aad v» wiat you to receive the enclosed 
vi^*out delay. Therefore ve era vailing thia letter ivaedtately vithou* •.. 
iwitiac.for fMnM ud *ay(rt.o?«. . 

“• •“ d ^ inJwwtim vithis ti* Mrt f*w ?*s»r<!ir. s 

to* 11* 1 ton torvioft our Committee 1* nov able to par fora, 

■ t * 

> the deep hop# that the U.5, government vill 
iti Armed forces frc=> Vietnaa. and thus sake 
both Aeoriosh ond Yietoasait which have been 
cruel tear, ‘to be reunited. . 



Sincerely your a, ' 

For the Comm i ttee of tialaor. 
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Clergy rzd Laymen 
Concerned About Vietnam 


Stewart Xcaehaa * 
America*, Friend* 
Service Committee 



Sthel lay lor . 
Keren * s Strike 
for Peace. 


3thcr unbare of the Committee are* Savid 'Dellinger, Cora Wcia*, 
Vu»i^ a»Vi#,- abac har,t, Jha Wtaa, Ka«u fieMos, Truit Xetisj, 
»w* Sa*Uvrii, asrhw* Vtktur ... . •; 
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Op dwknw: 

. Dm DoBtas* 
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212-765- 149 £ 


January , 2970 


Mo. Am* 


Ppwmhm On 
;■ \ \ Harm* Darts 

: ! Acv. Kkhprd 
'• * l ~M*ggpc Gerdts 

I \ ; | *s*vb kim 

i Sscwtn Uoaeftam 
; Prof. 9m SewttmiA 
! * • •' fthd Taylor 

u ■ I * Carbon Wbbttor 
i *Truc2 Young ’ 
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‘ . Background \ *' 

• 

- In the courct of the Vietnam 'war . links have Locn 
built between the people of Vic man and Amer icons 
who oppose the war through numerous meetings and 
•conferences. These meetings hove taken place in 
' Surope, Canada, Cuba and -Southeast Asia and hove 
included people froa both the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam (XTorth Viotnam) and the Rational Libera* 
.* ‘ tion Front of SouthViotnam (now part of. tho Provi- 
/sional Revolutionary Government). 
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In these meetings the Vietnamese have alwsys seres 
s distinction between the U.S. government 
i ' hold responsible for the policy of war, and the U.S 

_ *. ■ ' people, whom- they believe still value the goals upon which this count 
... * . was founded — independence, justice, freedom and equality. This some 
r j . 'distinction is evident to those Americans who have visited **or -h. Vi etnas, 
and found that even though the nation is armed, to defend itself, the 
* people are encouraged by their government to believe that the American 
people are basically decent and humane. 

I It la therefore understandable ’that the Vietnamese should indicate their 

, basic confidence in the American people through the ponce Kovcment which 

4 * they believe embodies American ideals rsthcr than the government. Ar«c 
in the past, the Vietnamese have asked the peace movement to receive 
U-S. servicemen— primarily pilots whose planes wore shot down— when tho 

* Rorth Vietnamese government has decided to release them. On.thrca 

■ t separate occasions— February , 1963 , July 1968 end JUly 1955 — the peace 

. movement has gone to Hanoi and returned with released serviccr.cn; on 

one eccasion an American peace activist went to Phnom Penh, car.hodla 

! - to receive three released HL7 captives. 

Id addition, Americans visiting Hanoi have frequently carried letters 
there at the request of families, snd have brought back letters fret: 
servicemen* There have el so been occesions when American peace activist; 
have met prisoner a, end talked with then. 

Functions of the Committee 

■ . - • V 

a * * 

A Committee of Li el eon has now been established as an extension of 
*J theso paot efforts at the re quest of the R orth_V^etnaiaeat . As on ps*t # 
occa*lons,jthe peace .movement is responding to a request liy ‘tRe“Vietec- 
jaese to meet s> pacific, immediate need end i* aeV'ift ajgy senie repre- 
senting the gover n ment of Rorth Vietnam* V *T.- r -t ~ ~ 


i 


Tho Committee will seek to £ a ^iltate^townuni cation between families 1 
the V.S. and servicemen now imprisoned in Rorth Vietnam, basically, i 
Committee will receive letters from servicemen and forward then throve 
tho domestic moils, thereby, deer easing f we hopo, past problems in thv 
receipt of such mail. Re will also forward lottera to Rorth Vietnam > 
the request of relatives, ramillec are of course still free to cone 
letters end parcels -directly but should note that the instructions on 
“Liiling previously issued by the State Deportment are w^rong ” “ 

'' “ .-* • "v A •• r •' 

* ‘naio Qf pervicoman >.» 

t serial number , v • 

A CsBp of Detention of U.S. Filets 
Copturod in the D.R.V. 

Kar.oi, D^pto .. otic Republic of Vipt 
vIm Krrtfiow. U.:*.' 
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V rkquMtk for Information *>out aarvicoaor. froa facili** who crc 
un car tain if thair raloUvaa art baing halfi in Jtorth Vic taaa . a.- 

. CUttttl £AAUli4 Ka aV a __ / aa . » -f _ _ 


should b« subaittod .to tho Committee 

whan and if tho *orth Viotnaaaaa Will ba abia to raaponi. She Cossitto. 


but tho ro ii no ccrtcir.ty 


■will of oouraa traaamit imi a rfl lataly any .information that it raoaivos 
to tho family. * / 


Cl arifi cation* 


Two clarification* era in order: fir at, it ahould bo noted that the . 
Cooaittoo will bo daglin g solely with tho government of Korth Vlotnrz * 
and. will not novo any information on non hold in South Vietnam 
Provisional Revolutionary Government. Vor will wo bo able to provide* 
information at thia time . concerning’ non hold in Laos or any other South- 

f 0 '*? 1 ** *»•*• troaipa and aircraft era praaontly involve; 

in c oa b at missions. • 


SooonlJLy .the “111 

monta Ifce U.£ • oovomnant Kb c \/ m*/*. 


raciw 
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government has froqucntly nado it aoro difficult 

viotnaaoao to ba opon to tho concerns of Anar lean families by usi 
families' genuino desires aa a pronaqandf. nlm/. The government h 
further attempted to provoke an angry response free the Victznzcs 
publicising unsubstantiated and inf 1 sanatory testimony from flier 
ready rolaasod: apparently, tho government has docidod to jeopard 
existing communications and the possibility of future releases fo 
echo of propaganda aimed at *- • prolonging tho war. Tho Eorth Vi 
.mass are also very aware that the U.S. government's claims of hum 
- warian concerns era contradicted by tho ■ well— do euxen tod ooliev of 
turo and brutality practiced on ‘prisoners taken in tho South iv y 
end Saigon troops. * 
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In addition to all those factors, there is the simple fact thet the 
resolution of jthe fate of all tha sorvi canon now held in Rorth Victr.cn 
waits u ltimately" upon^snjTST^d^cliron ^tb^bhd^the" war end withdraw "ell 
its iorces^snd^mrearfo I 'T > -r-~ * * - ~ ' •• - ' - . * 


Who Wg Are 



t ^ at ~ t ^ £ nf LhfifiS men end the hal f 

million others that the U.S. maintains in South Vietnam, Leo £7 Chr.il end 
end aboard naval vessels— who can also bo viewed as prisoners, prisoners 
of thoir own government since many have been sent to fight in c vrr 
against tho dictates of thoir own conscience — cm or.lv come with c dc-. 
rlrlia an aha oirt of the U.S. t»n - 

Because Qf this conviction , wa w^ arc serving on this Committee will 
continue our ^ffnT^n to creat e- popular pros euro stror.rr anourh to force 

tW Cb^amaent to withdraw. 


■ • *• ar * activo in a variety of organisations committed to ending the 
war: American Friends Service Commit too, tho Kow Kobiiisr.tior. Commiutoo 
ia Vietnam, Clergy and Laymen Concornod about Vietnam 
J? 0 ?* tor ®ia Conspiracy, and Woman Against Seddv Ker- 

Mokn. Tho Com m ittee ia eupportod by donations from individuals and 

organisational and waloomaa any gifta to auatain its work. 

» * * - * 
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From the Office of 

fop* Bob Wilson (R. , Colif.) 

2235 foybum House Office Building 
Washington, D. C* 20515 




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Wednesdoy, Morch 25# 1970 

WASHINGTON — Citing evidence obtained by tbe wives of Amerioon prisoners of 
war held by North Vietnam, Rep* Bob Wilson, Californio Republican, today asked the 
Justice Deportment to require a committee led by David Dellinger and Mrs* Cora Weiss 
to register under the Foreign Agents Registration Act* 

Rep* Wilson mode the request In o letter to Attorney- Genera I John N* Mitchell* He 
doted that the committee has new virtually admitted that It Is "functioning at the request, 
direction, or control of the North Vietnamese Government* " The Committee was charged 
witMcynical exploitation of the ROW 1 *." 

The Congressman said that "registration would involve compliance with a disclosure 
tfatute requiring o statement of financial sources and on explanation of how trips to Hanoi 
by the co-chairmen, Mr* Dellinger and fWs. Weiss, and others, were financed. 1 ' 

He pointed out that the Del linger- Weiss gcoup, colling itself the "Committee of 
Uoiion With Fomiiies of Servicemen* Detained in North Vietnam," has stated that "The 
Democratic Republic ef Vietnam (Hanoi) has decided to use our Committee as a channel 


for communication between the captured airmen in detention camps in North Vietnam and 


their relatives in the IJhitad States." The Committee also asserted that "soft return 11 of 

^ , ’ v ' • : X • . • 

FOW's "can only came with a decision on the part of the U. S. Government to withdraw 


from Vietnam. *• the fate of all the servicemen now held iq North Vietnam waits ultimately 

. ■ - - . ' * i : : 

. I 4 I 

. upon o il. S. d.ciiton to *od th. war and withdraw all Itt forcat and aiatarlol." 

^ : ' ■ • < - V.» : : I. •' •' • 

The text of Rep« Wilson's letter follows* v 4 ' 

The Hon* John h|» Mitchell ^ ** 

The Attorney- Genara I 

United States Department of Justice 

Wellington, D* C* 


Dear Mr, Mitchells 

.* > * 

s .. p v 

I believe that evidence new exists to estabildi that o self-appointed group of American 
citizens Is acting as an agent of North Vletnom In the issue of American prisoners of war 
ond should be required to register under provision of the Foreign Agents Registration Act. 


Reference is mode to the so-called "Committee of Liaison With Fomiiies of Servicemen 
Detained in North Vietnam." It functions from offices at 365 West 42nd St*, New York, 


N. Y., under the co-chairman ship of Dave Dellinger and Mrs. Cora Weiss with o 
membership Including Rennie Davis and others. 


The Committee has stated In letters to families of American POW's that "The Democratic 
Repub I i oof Vietnam (Hanoi) has decided to use our Committee os o channel for com- 
munication between the captured airmen In detention camps in North Vietnam and their 
relatives in the United States. " This would appear to be on admission that the Committee 
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I see no reason why It should be exem p ted from the registration requirements applied to 
those who represent foreign governments* 


Registration would Involve compliance with a dlscloure statute requiring a statement 
of financial sources and an explanation of how trips to Hanot by the co-chairmen/ Mr. 
Dellinger and Mrs. Weiss, and others, were financed* It would serve to identify the true 
character of Committee member s who represent themselves to families of prisoners not as 
agents of Hanoi but as "individuals active in the American peace movement and opposed 
to the U* S. military intervention in North Vietnam." 

The Del linger- Weiss group hot produced nothing of value to odd to the Information 
available to the distraught families of prisoners. Yet even such o well-known newspaper 
as the New York Times on March 18, t970, has given on impression that the Dellinger- 
Weiss Committee has provided o real service* The newspaper foiled to identify the 
membership of the Committee in to far qs pertains to;the role of members in rod? col and 
extremie causes. 


! 




The Committee has been subjecting distraught families to inflammatory propaganda 
against the Government* We have witnessed a callous exploitation of the plight of 
these prisoners and o cruel traffic in human misery* There have been suggestions from 

varie* i« - rry^ livil ikM mAfk*rt wlu.i />k'k4r*n *%f nr! ifin*fr mnif !nt* fke "Ki 
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movement" to free various radicals, including Block Panthers, from prison serftences if 
Hanoi is te release the Americans held so long udder such cruet circumstances, if such 
a quid pro quo is a oopdition for the release of our men, this and other information might 
emerge from any hearings that could ensue in connection with the registration propose 1. 


I om deeply troubled by reports that the delegation of North Vietnam in Boris has been 
^ telling wives of POW's to opply to the "Cora Weiss Peace Movement in New Mork 1 ' for 
information on whether their husbands are alive or dead. I hove seen the flagrant onti- 
^ Amer i con propaganda that the Committee sends to dependents desperately in quest of help. 

t i ft . . i a * * > .ft ft 




I hove heard the testimony of prisoners who esoopsd or were released* 

, i .<• * 

Major James N# Rowe disclosed hew elements of the *ptoce movement" in the United 
States provided information to Communist Intelligence interrogators for use in the cross- 
fcxominatlon effort to extract military Information from the mojor. U. Robert F. Frishmon, 
U« S. Navy, said the ^Ibrth Vietnamese "would provide information to o Mobilization 
Committee in New York and this Is just increasing the plight of jhe wives, forcing them 
to go to this type of a group fcr, order to obtain information which fhey should receive 
internationally." . ! .J* < -t 


*> 


The Dellinger-Weim Committee hot stated in an Information Sheet dated January/ 
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o decision on the part of the U. S* Government .to withdraw from Vietnam. Because of 
this conviction, we who are serving on thli Committee will continue our efforts to create 
popular pressure strong enough to force the Government to withdraw*" 


It wos ooenlv asserted by the Committee that "the resolution of the fate of all the 

9 9 9 

servicemen now held in North Vietnam waits ultimately upon a U. $• decision to end 
the war and withdraw all Its forces and material* " 


( 
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i am enclosing the* moteflal in reference, Including a latter from the Committee to 
the wife of a prisoner* 

The problem of the 1,450 U. S. servicemen in Southeast Asia who are POW's or 
missing in oction Is o compellir^ and sacred trust to the U»*S. Government* We believe 
that at least 372 are in captivity in North Vietnam. There may be more. But Hanoi 
cynically refuses to provide a canplete itrf of IM ng or dead Americans. I believe this 
refusal arises from Hanot's determination to use these men os pawns in o propaganda ploy 
to enhance the role of the “peace movement, * as bargaining material in any future 
negotiations, to conceal murders, and to create en Impression that more POW's moy be 
in their hands than octually might be the case. 

The prisoners and tfasir families desrve every consideration this notion con offer. 

The unscrupulous and cynical exploitation of the POW 1 * by Hanoi ond Hanoi's agents 
in this country requires the strongest possible response. Such a response would very 
properly include oction by the Department of Justice to bring <rf»out registration under 
the provisions controlling foreign ogents ond the required disclosures. 


Thank you 'for your kind attention to this very important .matter » 

■ ■ . i 

• Sinc«r*|y your*, 
kb Wilson, M. C. 
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From f he Office of 

Rep. Bob Wilson (R., Cciif.) 

2235 Rayburn House Office Build ir.£ 
Washington, D. C. 20515 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
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asked the State Department to provide oil possible Quittance through the U. S. Embody in 
Paris to two wives of American P.O. W, 's who are threatened with arrest because of their 


attempts to obtain informal ion from the North Vietnamese mission* 

The women, Mrs. Sunn Hanley, 21, of San Diego, Calif*, and Mr*. Corolyn Dampen, 
30, of Corpus Christi, Texas, were threatened with arrest while staging s sit-down strike In 
the offices of the North Vietnamese Mission, They demanded to know the fate of their 
husbands who were sh6t down Jon. 1, 1968. After police were summoned, the women I of: 
the mission but told they would not give up and remain in Peris. 

Rejecting M a phony propaganda letter," the women demonstrated their response by tearing 
it to pieces on the sidewalk in front of the mission. The letter advised them to apply to the 
so-called "Coro Weiss Peace Movem ent in New York." 

Rep. Wilson said “these two American wives arm shewing great courage in defying the 
agents of Hanoi. The least that our Government can do is to assure through the American 
Embassy in Paris that every assistance, including lego! aid, is provided to protect them and 
afford them every facility in keeping with their right to protest and demonstrate. Their action 
dramatizes to all civilized people the cynical exploitation of human misery by North Vietnam 
and the role, of an element of the peace movement os a propaganda instrument of Hanoi. ,l 

The Congressman said that the indomitable spirit of these two young women, exercislr.g 
their legitimate right of protest, is In the finest tradition of the American people. It deserves 
the full support of our Government. We must do more to achieve the release of rha exp-ci.^c 
prisoners and respond to the example of these wives by new initiatives and new vigor in 
pressing for action. " 

tit 


March 18, 1970 


BMC, no ( 100 - 00739 ) 


Dir actor, fll (100-407999) 
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IN NORTH VIETNAM, INFORMATION 


CONCERNING (INTERNAL SECURITY) .*r. 



RE NEW YORK TEL TO BUREAU APRIL FOURTEEN LAST 


ON INSTANT DATE 




-'V 


CONTACTED AND COULD FURNISH NO ADDITIONAL- INF 


ON INSTANT DATE, 





DIVISION, METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D.C. 

t 

(WDC) ADVISED HIS SOURCE, RELIABLE, ' ATTENDED A WOMEN’S 


LIBERATION MEETING AT THE INSTITUTE FOR POLICY STUDIES (IPS) 

* f 

'KJJ# ° F APRIL SIXTEEN last » his SOURCE STATED CHARLOTTE 

^3U NCff^WEEK S AND GERALD^CHWINjl WERE ACCOMPANIED BY FRANK 
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PAGE TWO 

ALL BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH IPS AT ONE TIKE OR 

ANOTHER. THEY DEPARTED WDC ON APRIL TWELVE LAST AND HOPE TO 

✓ 

STAY IN HANOI FOR ABOUT TWO WEEKS. OF FIFTEEN HUNDRED DOLLARS 

NEEDED FOR THE TRIP, ONLY SEVENTY DOLLARS WAS COLLECTED AT 

MEETING HELD AT IPS JUST PRIOR TO THEIR DEPARTURE. 

* 

MPD SOURCE STATED QUESTIONS CONCERNING MODE OF TRAVEL 
AND ITINERARY WERE IGNORED. 

PURPOSE OF TRIP SAID TO BE MEETINGS WITH WOMENS COMMITTEES 
IN NORTH VIETNAM TO DISCUSS THEIR RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES PEACE 
MOVEMENTS. 

IPS PUBLICLY DESCRIBED AS WDC BASED "THINK FACTORY" OF 
NEW LEFT. 
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Thf follow in# gats mo mo 

Intelligence Division, Metropolitan PCI lee 
fton, D. C«, froa • source considered reliable: 


ent 


jr ,' The source attended a Women’ s Liberation Meeting 

tint the Institute for policy studies (in) In Washington, D. C. 
r during the evening of April 16, 1670. During that nesting 
It was disclosed that Charlotte Bunch-Weeks and Gerald Schwinn 
were accoapaaled on their trip to lanol. Worth Tie t nan, by 
m Trank Joyce (phonetic) and Bllnabeth Sutherland Bartines 

/ (phonetic) who were not further Identified. It was indicated 
that the four Individuals departed fron Washington, D. C. , 
on April IS, 1670. and hoped to remain in lanol for about 
two weeks whsre they would meet with wonenh cosnittees In 


The source added that the four Individuals 

?• wars believed to have been associated with 
tine or Utoother and described the IPS as the 
c., based *thlnk factory** of the lev Lett 
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SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 






On April 8, 1970, a source, who has furnished 

1 «S a • JC a - - ■ m L ■ ■ «k 1.L J .. J _ J i_l_ i. _ . » j_ i r a 

iciiauxc miuiuiauxuii xii uic pabL f auvibeu tnac dDOUL isu 

women got together at the William Penn House, 515 East 
Capitol Street, Washington, D. C. (WDC) , on the night of 
April 7, 1970, in what was billed as a "triple threat 
meeting" between members of Women's International League 
for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) , Women Strike for Peace (WSP) 
and Women's Liberation Movement (WLM) . The meeting was 
held to familiarize each with the other's program, history 
and purposes . 


Charlotte ' Bunch Weeks, representing WLM , was one 
of the speakers. /After speaking about WLM, she announced 
that on Sunday, April 12, 1970, she, Jerry Schwinn of the 
Committee of Returned Volunteers (CRV) , and two other unnamed 
persons, were departing for Hanoi, North Vietnam. She stated 
the four were going on behalf of captioned committee for 
the purpose of negotiating with the North Vietnamese con- 
cerning the latest list of American prisoners reportedly 
released by North Vietnam. 


WILPF is an international women's pacifist 
organization founded by the late Jane Addams, 
noted social worker. 

WSP is a national women's organization A 

which has demonstrated against nuclear & 

testing, the war in Vietnam and the draft. jVa o 

WLM is a “radical" women's group which 

advocates complete equality for women. /t’/. A/; 
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PS was described in the April 27, 1967 issue of 
the “Washington, - (D. C. ) Examiner", a former 
weekly newspaper of general circulation, 
as the "think tank of the New Left." 


- • The l&fj9^J4J * l ^ashington Area Telephone Directory 
lists 'Gerald A*Jw?chwinn as residing'at 1509 Q Street, N.W. 




The CRV is self-described as an independent ***' 

national organization of United States 
citizens who have worked in Asia, Africa and 
Latin Atoerica, who seek fundamental changes 
in United States policies toward emerging 

i ^ i ap n ^ Viawio a ^ Via »•! ^ 
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"CRV members have participated in ‘ peace 
demonstrations and marches ranging from 
the Pentagon to the Chicago convention..." 

j On April 17, 1970, a representative of the Intelli- 

i gence Division, Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) , advised 
< that an MPD source, described as reliable, had attended a WLM 

meeting held the niaht before at IPS. This source learned that 
, Charlotte Bunch We^Ks and Gerald Schwinn were accompanied to 
Hanoi by Fran)sJ]<foyce (phonetic) and Elizabeth Sutherland 
Martinez ““(phonetic) , all believed by source to have been 
associated with IPS at one time or another. The group hoped 
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to spend two weeks in North Vietnam, but expected to be there 


only one week. 
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A second source , who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, has advised that Frank Joyce 
attended the National Convention of the Students for a 
Democratic Society (SDS) , held at East Lansing, Michigan, 
on June 10-15, 1968, and was a member of a discussion panel 
on racism. 
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Above representative further advised that Elizabeth 
Sutherland Martinez referred to by MPD source is a white female 
who was associated with the New York City office of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) , at one time 
and was active in Cuban action groups in that city. In 
November, 1968, Martinez was reported to be in New Mexic o. 
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The SDS and SNCC are described in separate 
appendix pages . 
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APPENDIX 

PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY (FLP) 


"The New York Tines" city edition, Tuesday, April 20, 
1965, page 27, reported that a new party of "revolutionary 
social ism" was formally founded on April 18,1965, under the 
name of the PLP which had been known as the Progressive Labor 
Movement . 


According to the article, "The Progressive Labor 
Movement was founded In 1962. bv Milton Rosen and Mortimer 
Scheer after they were expelled from the Communist Party of 
the United States for assertedly following the Chinese Cora- . 
nunlst line." 

A source advised on June 3, 1968, that the PLP held 
Its Second. National Convention in New York City, May 31 to 
June 2, 1968, at which time the PLP reasserted its objective 
of the establishment of a militant working class movement 
based on Marxism-Leninism. This Is to be accomplished through 
the Party's over-all revolutionary strategy of raising the 
consciousness of the people and helping to provide Ideological 
leadership in the working class struggle for state power. 

The source also advised that at the Second National 
Convention Milton Rosen was unanimously re-elected National 
Chairman of the PLP and Levi Laub, Fred Jerome, Jared Israel, 
William Epton, Jacob Rosen, Jeffrey Gordon, and Walter Linder 
. were elected as the 'National Committee to lead the PLP until 
the next convention. 1 

The PLP publishes "Progressive Labor," a bimonthly 
magazine; "World Revolution," a quarterly periodical; and 
"Challenge -Desaf io," a monthly newspaper. 

The April, 1969, Issue of "Challenge-Desaflo" sets 
forth that "Challenge Is dedicated to the peoples fight for 
a new way of life- -where the working men and women control 
their own homes and factories; where they themselves make 
up the entire government on every level and control the 
schools, courts, police and all institutions which are now 
used to control them." 
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PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY (PLP) 

Source advised on Hey 8, 1969, that the PLP utilizes 
an address of General Post Office Box 808, Brooklyn, Hew York, 
and also utilizes, an office in Boon 617, 1 Union Square Vest, 
New York, New York. 
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 

and raising the political consciousness of the working class 
upon whom they feel successful revolution depends. Although 
disclaiming control and domination by the Communist Party, 

USA, leaders In these two factions have In the past proclaimed 
themselves to be communists and to follow the precepts of a 
Marxist-lenlnist philosophy, along pro-Chinese communist lines. 

A second source has advised that the PIP faction 
which is more commonly known as the Worker Student Alliance 
is dominated and controlled by members of the PLP, who are 
required to identify themselves with the pro-Chinese Marxist- 
Leninist philosophy of the PLP. They advocate that an al- 
liance between workers and students is vital to the bringing 
about of a revolution in the United States. 

'SOS regions and university and college chapters, although 
operating under the outlines of the SOS National Constitution, 
are autonomous in nature and free to carry out Independent policy 
reflective of local conditions. Because of this autonomy internal 
struggles reflecting the major factional interests of SDS have 
occurred at the chapter level since the beginning of the 1969-70 
school year. 

The PLP Is characterised separately In the Appendix. 
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STUDDiTS FOR A D©fOCRATIC SOCIETY 


. A source has advised that the Students for a Demo- 
cratic Society (SDS), as presently regarded, came Into being 
at a founding convention held June, 1962, at Port Huron, Mich- 
igan. From an initial posture of "participatory democracy" the 
line of the national leadership has revealed a growing Marxist - 
Leninist adherence which currently calls for the building of a 
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SDS has evolved from civil rights struggles to an anti-Vietnam 
war stance to an advocacy of a militant anti -Imperial 1st position. 
China, Vietnam and Cuba are regarded as the leaders of worldwide 
struggles against United States imperialism whereas the Soviet 
Union is held to be revisionist and also imperialist. 


At the June, 1969, SDS National Convention, Progressive 
labor Party (FLF) forces in the organization were expelled. As 
a result, the National Office (NO) group maintained its National 
Headquarters at 1608 West Madison Street, Chicago, and the PLP 
faction set up headquarters in Cambridge, Massachusetts. This 
headquarters subsequently moved to Boston. Each group elected 
its own national officers, which include three national secre- 
taries and a National Interim Committee of eight. Both the NO 
forces and the PLP forces claim to be the true SDS. Both groups 
also print their versions of "New Left Notes" which sets forth 
the line and the program of the particular faction. .The NO 
version of "New Left, Notes" was recently printed under the title 
"The Fire Next Time" to -achieve a broader mass appeal. 

Two major factions have developed internally within 
the NO group, namely, the Weatherman or Revolutionary Youth 
Movement (RYM) I faction, and the RYM II faction. Weatherman 
is act ion- oriented upholding Castro's position that the duty of 
revolutionaries is to make revolution. Weatherman is regarded 
by RYM II as an adventuristic, elitist faction which denies 
the historical role of the working class as the base for revo- 
lution. RYM II maintains that revolution, although desired, is 
not possible under present conditions, hence emphasizes organizing 
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A source advised the Student National Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC), formerly known as the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee, is a nontneraber ship organization founded 
in 1960, during the civil rights movement in the South. 

Under the leadership of Stokely Carmichael, who 
served as National Chairman during the period 1966*67, SNCC 
evolved from a civil rights oriented group into a full-blown 
black revolutionary organization. 

A publication entitled "1967 High Tide of Black 
hesistance" indicates the year 1967 was considered by SNCC 
as a historic milestone for the liberation of black people 
in the United States and the year that, revolutionaries 
throughout the world began to understand more fully the 
impact of the black movement. The publication declared that 
"liberation will come only when there is final destruction cf 
this mad octopus--the capitalistic system of the United States 
with all its life-sucking tentacles of exploitation and racism 
that choke the people of Africa, Asia, and Latin America. The 
realities of black life, together with the recognition instilled 
in SNCC workers, forced its members to further popularize the 
legitimacy of self-defense and rebellions when oppression became 
too great." 


A second source advised that H. Rap Brown succeeded 
Carmichael as National Chairman of SNCC in biav, 1968, and 
served in that capacity until June, 1966, at which time 
SNCC reorganized, creating ten deputy chairmen in an effort 
to relieve pressure by law enforcement. 

In April, 1969, SNCC moved its national headquarters 
from Atlanta, Georgia, tc New York City, vhere it is presently 
located. 


H. Rap Brown announced at a pres? conference in 
New York City on July. 22,' 1969 , that he Ixad been elected 
Chairman of the Student Non violent Coordinating Committee. 

He announced the organization was dropping the word "Nonviolent" 
from its title and will be known as the Student National 
Coordinating Committee, with a Revolutionary Political 
Council functioning as its governing body. Brown, at that 
neora»4atiaM Mf rtttek*. ar a t ed the use tf force is necessary in obtaining 
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Federal Bureau o£ Investigation 
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* ^Assistant Attorney General 
» internal Security Division 


^ subject: The^ownittee of Liaison With Families of 




s ervicemen ueta: 
Registration TCc? 


This is in further reference to our memorandum 
of April 6, 1970 regarding the captioned organization. 

I am enclosing copies of two news articles from AD« 
the April 8, 1970 issue of the Washington Post and the iMt 

April 9-# 1970 issue of the Evening Star . In the last vU 

paragraph of the Post article, Mrs. Cora Weiss is 
represented as having referred to an agreement reached ^1/ 
in Hanoi by her committee. We would appreciate your 
determining to whom the statement was made, the wT 

circumstances under which it was made, and the will- 2?r 

ingness of such person to cooperate should their 
testimony on this matter be required at a later date. 

With respect to the Star article, the wife of "the 
missing servicemen, Mrs. JaneYPlowman, has indicated UL 

that she and other wives have' bfeen pressured by 
certain peace groups to join them in exchange for 
receiving letters from their Prisoner of War husbands. I* I 
This ploy seems to be consistent with the activities 1*4 

of the captioned organization as reflected in the < ^ Lm ' rv » 
information furnished in our April 6, 1970 memorandum. 


UL 

AK 



.1 a* 






59MAY6 11970 


# 










( 


* # 

. ,t» .a. a*?- ^ 


• - IH 





. OSt/tiH <j Shv 

Apr*/ »,ff)o 


POW Wives Pressed 


10 Join 'Peaceniks' 


BY DONNIE RADCL1FFE 

filar Staff Writer 

Wives of some 1,500 Ameri- 
can POWs and MI As (missing 
in action) in North Vietnam 
are being pressured to join 

* "peacenik” groups of all polit- 
ical stripes, one of t{ie wives 
•aid yesterday. 

Some groups promise the 
, wives information ^about their 
husbands; others dangle such 
hopeful rewards as letters 
p from the captive servicemen 
or even Uieir release. 

There is always a catch, ac- 
cording to Mrs, James Plow- 
man, wife of a Navy officer 
listed as MIA since 1967. 

“And frankly, some of the 
wives don’t know what to do,” 

• she told a luncheon meeting of 
- the Navy Civil Engineers 
. Corps Officers Wives Club at 

Ft McNair. 

“We hate being crusading, 
inarching, banner-waving 
women. We’d much rather 
, stay borne and wash clothes.” 

Latest Pressure 

But the latest pressure from 
what she calls extreme right 
and left wing peace groups is 
' mounting . so noticeably that 
she feels it is imperative for 
; Congress to “do something.” 

"Most of the wives are 

• trying to maintain a middle of 
; the road policy” she said 
’ about “this totally humanilari- 

* an— not politics l--questiofl of 
> prisoners.” 
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She confessed there are 
times when she, the mother of 
a three-year-old child ‘‘whose 
father does not know even ex- 
ists,” is so despondent that ”1 
don't care if the devil brings it 
to me, i’U take a letter from 
my husband if there arc no 
strings attached.” 

Congress could do more, she 
believes, and this week site 
said she had been "pounding 
the floors” of the Capitol to 
talk with legislators or Uieir 
aides. 

Not the Answer 

“It's easy for them to talk 
withdrawal but the families of 
the POWs believe that’s not 
the answer. It won’t bring 
their men home.” 

Promises by some senators 
to “put the pressure on” the 
Defense and State Depart- 
ments is fine, she said. 

“But who’s putting the pres- 
sure on Congress?” 

What she and the other 
v^ives would prefer to sec, slw 
said, is pressure exerted os 
the executive branch by Con* 
gross, "a vote that would 
vince the President ” 

“Congress got us ton <• . 
position. They sent tne^e m-ji 
into a limited war with a 
limited objective. As for their 
efforts, that’s 


r*t« . (tf* Congress’) e; 

MRS, JAMEyyLOWMAN ~ WUTOftftk un ited also.” 
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gress expects us to give them 
a plan.” 

She admits that she person- 
ally docs not have the answer. 

“But I know that apathy 
won’t get us anywhere.” 
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t/i rnsoners 
Are Listed 


The anti war Committee of 
UaJsod said yesterday it had 
confirmation from Hanoi of 81 > 
more American servicemen I 
beinR held as prisoners by the ! 
^forth Vietnamese, I 

Issuing the list ofmaro^ in! 
New York was Coi^nVeiss, 
comm ittee co-chairm an^ whn 
said that her group now has 
confirmation of a total of 335! 


|/ti5uneni. 

1 A Pentagon spokesman said 
only eight of the 81 new pris- 
oners names were “new" — that 
they^ had been carried on un- 
published Pentagon lists as 
“missing in action” rather 
than as "prisoner of war”. 

The Pentagon said it would 
continue to carry the eight as 
missing until letters from the 
uicu reached their families. 

Mrg-_ Weiss said that unde r 
the agreemenFreached during 
si visk to" Hanoi lasraecem- 


per, ncr^6Up w6Ulfl gemot? 
flea in advance by the Nortl 
Vietnamese that mail packet* 
were en route from prisoners 
of wsr and the identities oj 
| le tie writers. 
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Date: 4/28/70 

(Type in plaintext ot code ) 
(Priority) 

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 


FROM: 8AC, RV YORK (100-168469) (?) 




SUBJECT: ^COOCITTKK J?FLIAI80I WITH 

families of sekviceker det aired 

IE JtORTH YIXTRAM A 

IS-MISC 

(IRFORNATIOH CORCERRIRG) 

in*' 

* ReWFOtel, 4/23/70, EYtel, 4/22/70. 

Attempts In contacting appropriate sources In RS 
area In an effort to obtain Information on name release of 
prisoner in Rorth Vietnam hare proved negative to date. 

The Committee of Returned Volunteers (CIV), EY 
Chapter Rewsletter, undated,' reflecting their Ray,l970 ^ 
schedule, was received through the RYO confidential mailbox 
on 4/27/70 (protect-reliable) . Page one of the Rewsletter 
indicates OERRI SCHWIEE, CRY Rational Chairman is Row 
visiting Hanoi." „ 
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ATT DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVSIION 


FROM NEW YORK 100-168469 AND 100-12845 7 

CL 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN 
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A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE WHO HAS SUPPLIED RELIABLE INFO IN 



PAST ADVISED INSTANT DATE THAT THERE WAS GOING TO BE A PRESS 
CONFERENCE AT ELEVEN AM THIS DATE TO BE HELD AT THREE SIX FIVE 


ft. 4 m 


WESl KORIYSfcCUNU SIKfctl, NYC, NY, HtAUQUAK 1 fcKb Ul* LlAlbUN V11H 
FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM* SOURCE 



4*^ f/ u-"v. 

STATED THAT CORA WEISS WAS GOING TO BE THE SPOKESMAN AND THAT SHE 


tyOULD FURNISH NAMES OF PRISONERS OF WAR. 

f * 

A SECOND SOURCE WHO IS A POSITION TO FURNISH 


RELIABLE INFORMATION ADVISED INSTANT DATE THAT CORA WEISS HELD 


A PRESS CONFERENCE THIS DATE IN WHICH SHE ANNOUNCED THAT EN ROUTE 

, / 

TO HER COMMITTEE ARE LETTERS TO FAMILIES WRITTEN BY EIGHTY ONE 



PRISONERS OF WAR AND THAT THE COMMITTEE WILL FORWARD THESE LETTERS 
END OF PAGE ONEa ~ . /f)0~ / / ■ 
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TO THE FAMILIES. THESE EIGHTY ONE POWS WHO^pHE IDENTIFIED 
ARE IN ADDITION TO TWO HUNDRED FIFTY FOUR POWS PREVIOUSLY CONFIRMED 
SOURCE FURTHER STATED THAT IN ATTENDANCE WITH WEISS WERE 


STEVE HALLIWELL AND MAGGIE GEEDIS. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


THE FIRST SOURCE IS 



If 1 


SECOND IS 


NE HUNDRED EIGHT MI SSD t NYCPD AND OSI 


NOTIFIED. NO LHM BEING SUBMITTED. 
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SERVICEMEN 

DETAIN 
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NORTH VIETNAM, INFO CONCERNING I 


» 



A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE WHO HAS SUPPLIED RELIABLE INFO IN 


TO 


BE A PRESS 
THREE SIX FIVE 


PAST ADVISED INSTANT DATE THAT THERE WAS GOING 
CONFERENCE AT ELEVEN AM THIS DATE TO BE HELD AT 

WEST FCRTYSECOND STREET, NYC, NY, HEADQUARTERS >F LIAISON WITH 

FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM. SOURCE 

STATED THAT CORA WEISS WAS GOING TO BE THE SPOKESMAN AND THAT SHE 

WOULD FURNISH NAMES OF PRISONERS OF WAR « 

A SECOND SOURCE WHO IS A POSITION TO FURNISH 

RELIABLE INFORMATION ADVISED INSTANT DATE THAT (CORA WEISS HELD 

A PRESS CONFERENCE THIS DATE IN WHICH SHE ANNOUNCED THAT EN ROUTE 

TO HER COMMITTEE ARE LETTERS TO FAMILIES WHITTEN BY EIGHTY ONE 

PRISONERS OF WAR AND THAT ‘THE COMMITTEE WILL FORWARD THESE LETTERS 

END OF PAGE ONE 
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FAGE TWO 

TO THE FAMILIES. THESE EIGHTY ONE POWS WHOM SHE 


ARE IN ADDITION TO TWO HUNDRED FIFTY FOUR POWS PREVIOUSLY CONFIRMED 

• SOURCE FURTHER STATED ITKAT IN ATTENDANCE "WITH WEISS WERE 
¥ 

STEVE HALLIWELL AND MAGGIE GEEDIS. 


IT IS TO BE NOTED THAT STEVE HALLIWELL WAS 


NATIONAL OFFICER 


IDENTIFIED 


FORMER SDS 
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TEL^TYPZ- 

NR28 NY CODE 

550PM URGENT 4-22-70 ..^v- 

TO ^RECTOR * 

ATTENTION DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 
ASHINGTON FIELD 100-50739 

FROM NEW YORK I00-1G8469 t/ * 

09 /r n«^ “ ^ 

.. IT wr * ^ r* — 

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED 

*» 

IN NORTH VIETNAM, INFORMATION CONCERNING DASH IS. 


Mr, To!m 

Mr, Dt Loath. 

Mr. Walten_ 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Bishop _ 
Mr, Caiper__ 

Mr. Cr ihh an^ 

M:. Conrad 

Mi. Frit 

M’. Gale.^ 

Mr. Kosea_ j 

Mr. SuilivanJl 

U. m . dw 

j avel *A 
Mr. S->v>]Vy 
Tele. Room 
Mia* Holroea 
Mias Gandy 


REWFOTEL TO THE DIRECTOR DATED APRIL SEVENTEEN , 


LAST. 




ON INSTANT DATE ^ SN NISO, NYC, ADVISED 

THAT HIS OFFICE WAS MADE AWARE THIS DATE THAT AN NBC TV 
AFFILIATE, CHANNEL TEN, NORFOLK, VIRGINIA, HAD A NEWS CAST ON 
APRIL TWENTY ONE, LAST, PM WHICH REPORTED THAT NBC HAS A LIST 

OF. SOME ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY UNITED STATES PRISONERS OF WAR 

* 

WHICH WAS REPORTEDLY RELEASED BY HANOI. THIS LIST IS TO BE 
RELEASED ON THE NBC PRIME TV NEW SHOW "THE HUNTLEY BRINKLEY 



NEWS CAST". NO DATE WAS GIVEN WHEN^HIS INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED / 

( 

THROUGH AN INTERVIEW OF AN UNKNOWN WOMAN WHO REPORTEDLY 
TRAVELED TO HANOI TO OBTAIN THESE NAMES. / 

h 

NEW YORK AND WFO SHOULD CONTACT LOGICAL SOURCES TO / 0 q y 
END PAGE ONE - <|TJ< TWlpyMATIOM COWEfcagP REC* 112 
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PAGE TWO 

OBTAIN THE IDENTITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL WHO TRAVELED TO HANOI TO 
OBTAIN THE LIST AND ALSO ENDEAVOR TO OBTAIN THE NAMES OF THE 
PRISONERS OF WAR RELEASED BY HANOI. 

END 
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Mr. SdUitj 
Mr. Tsvel 
Mr. Roy Mrs/ . 

Tele. Koem. 


Miss Holmes. 


ATT DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 


WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 
FROM NEW YORK (100-168469) 2P 


(3 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILES OF SERVICEMEN 




Miu Gandy. 



DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM, INFORMATION 'CONCERNING (INTERNAL 


SECURITY). 





KC- 112 
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REWFOTEL TO BUREAU, APRIL EIGHT, LAST. 



LOGICAL AIRLINE FLIGHTS DEPARTING NEW YORK ON 


SUNDAY, APRIL TWELVE, LAST, WERE CONTACTED IN AN EFFORT 


TO DETERMINE TRAVEL OF JERRY SCHWINN AND CHARLOTTE BUCH-WEEKS, 


ALONG WITH TWO UNIDENTIFIED MEMBERS OF CAPTIONED COMMITTEE. 

Negative results. 17 may 5 1970 


IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THERE WAS A GROUP DEPARTING SUNDAY, APRIL 


TWELVE, LAST f TIME UNKNOWN. . ^ 

APRIL THIRTEEN, LAST, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT CORA L n 
WEISS, COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN, DID NOT DEPART NEW YORK TO HANO, 

END PAGE ONE 
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WHO HAS 

FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST CONCERNING CAPTIONED 
COMMITTEE IS CURRENTLY UNAVAILABLE FOR CONTACT. 

ALL OTHER APPROPRIATE SOURCES CONTACTED COULD 

Pllrt II t ftll it A P'A ilfKlPima. M MM • • . _ 

runni&n «u fUUKlttLH UtlAlLS. 


WFO RECONTACT SOURCES FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 
NEW YORK WILL FOLLOW AND ADVISE. (P) 
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NR 004 WF CODE 
05PM NITEL 4-25-70 

TO DIRECTOR 

/ 

NEW yORK 1 00- 1 68469 

/ 

FROM WASHINGTON FIELD 

/' 

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED 
IN NORTH VIETNAM, INFORMATION CONCERNING DASH INTERNAL SECURITY. 

i 

REFERENCED WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE TELETYPE, APRIL SEVEN- 
TEEN; NEW YORK TELETYPE APRIL TWENTY-TWO, LAST. 

WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE (WFO) SOURCES. HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF 
INDIVIDUALS TRAVELING TO HANOI, OTHER THAN FOUR MENTIONED IN 
REFERENCED WFO TELETYPE. 

ON INSTANT DATE, 


NAVAL INVESTIGATION SER- 
VICE OFFICE, WASHINGTON, D.C., ADVISED HE UNDERSTANDS NATIONAL 

BROADCly ING COMPANY REPRESENTATIVES, NORFOLK , VIRGINA, INTER-' 
VIEWED WIFE OF NAVY PRISONER OF WAR LAST TUESDAY, APR^L TWENTY- 

ONE, LAST, NAMED MRS. ( FIRST NAME UNKNOWN) WILBUR (PHONETIC), 
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PAGE TWO 
WFO 100-50739 

CONCERNING APPEARING ON QUOTE THE HUNTLEY BRINKLEY NEWS CAST 
QUOTE. NO INDICATION FROM THIS INTERVIEW THAT UNKNOWN WOMAN 
WENT TO HANOI AND OBTAINED LATEST LIST OF PRISONERS. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS RELEASES DURING MARCH AND APRIL, SEVENTY, 
HAVE INDICATED CORA WEISS HAS BEEN RECEIVING NAMES OF PRISONERS 
OF WAR FROM NORTH VIETNAMESE REPRESENTATIVES IN PARIS, FRANCE. 
END 
NY... 
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carte TTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF SEXVICBCEN DETAINED 



IN NORTH VIETN AM; INFORMATION CONCERNING ( INTERNAL S 

C 


Intelligence Letter 
ON APRIL EIGHT, INSTANT, A SOURCE, WHO BAS FURHISI 


RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED THAT ABOUT ONE 



HUNDRED FIFTY WOMEN MET LAST NIGHT AT WILLIAM PENN BOUSE, 
FIVE ONE FIVE EAST CAPITOL STREET, WASHINGTON, D. C. (WDC). 

THE MEETING WAS BILLED AS "A TRIPLE THREAT MEETING 1 ' 
BETWEEN MEMBERS OF WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE 


mT 


AND FREEDOM (WILFF), WOMEN STRIKE FOR PEACE (WSP) AND WOMEN'S 

•j 

LIBERATION MOVEMENT (WLM) TO FAMILIARIZE EACH WITH THE OTHER'S 


PROGRAM, BISTORT AND PURPOSES. 
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DIRECTOR, FDI 

1 * _ 

SAC, WFO 

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED 


IN NORTH. VIETNAM; INFORMATION CONCERNING ( INTERNAL SECURITY) ; 

- I 

11,1X1 • Intelligence Letter 

ON APRIL EIGHT, INSTANT , A SOURCE, WHO HAS FURNISHED 

RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED THAT ABOUT ONE 

HUNDRED FIFTY WOMEN MET LAST NIGHT AT WILLIAM PENN HOUSE, 

w 

FIVE ONE FIVE EAST CAPITOL STREET j WASHINGTON, D. C. (WDC)’. 

THE MEETING WAS BILLED AS "A TRIPLE THREAT MEETING" 
BETWEEN MEMBERS OF WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE 
AND FREEDOM (WILPF) , WOMEN STRIKE FOR PEACE (WSP) AND WOMEN'S 
LIBERATION MOVEMENT (WIM) TO FAMILIARIZE EACH WITH THE OTHER'S 
PROGRAM, HISTORY AND PURPOSES. 
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PAGE TWO 

WILPF IS AN INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S PACIFIST ORGANIZATION 

FOUNDED BY JANE ADD AMS. WSP IS A NATIONAL WOMEN'S GROUP 

FOUNDED BY DACMAR WILSON IN WDC WHICH HAS DEMONSTRATED AGAINST 

NUCLEAR TESTING, THE WAR IN VIETNAM AND THE DRAFT. VLM IS A 

RADICAL WOMEN'S GROUP WHICH ADVOCATES COMPLETE EQUALITY FOR 

» • 

WOMEN. 

CHARLOTTE BUNCH-WEEKS, WHO WAS PRESENT REPRESENTING WLM, 
WAS ONE OF THE SPEAKERS. SHE ANNOUNCED THAT THIS SUNDAY, 

APRIL ELEVEN, SHE, JERRY SCHWINN, COMMITTEE OF RETURNED 
VOLUNTEERS, AND TWO OTHER PERSONS REPRESENTING CAPTIONED 
COMMITTEE WILL DEPART FOR HANOI, NORTH VIETNAM, TO NEGOTIATE 
WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE CONCERNING THE LATEST LIST OF AMERI- 
CAN PRISONERS REPORTEDLY RELEASED BY NORTH VIETNAM. 

A PUBLIC SOURCE PROFILE OF CHARLOTTE BUNCH-WEEKS STATES 

# 

SHE GREW UP 117 NEW MEXICO AND WENT TO DUKE UNIVERSITY WHERE 
SHE WAS ACTIVE IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS AND PEACE MOVEMENTS. 
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PAGE THREE 


LOCAL DISSEMINATION WAS MADE TO SECRET SERVICE, ONE ONE 


SIX MILITARY INTELLIGENCE GROUP, NAVAL IN 
OFFICE, WDC, AND OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVEST 


WESTIGATIVE SERVICE 


DISTRICT. 
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Wounded Do Weep: 
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A Wer Prisoner's Wife Ask* Why Some 
~ Senator* Don't Cry Out Against Hanoi 'As Well* 


r *r. 
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M i8s Holmes. 
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By Victor f* C ^ 

New York: — There come momenta when neither van nor women who are making 
history, nor bits of history themselves, need a written prelude* So here is a 
letter from the wife of an American prisoner of war* Perhaps she is a widow* 

This communication vaa sent to me by a disconsolate and discouraged young 
woman, seeking to strengthen support for the campaign of this column and 
International Longshoremen* a Assn. (AFL-CIO) Executive Vice President John Bowers* 
tfo are trying to convince the Soviet Union to pressure the Hanoi government into 
releasing five American prisoners of war aach time the dockval lopera broke their 
own boycott and serviced a Russian freighter or liner in the harbor here* 

"Thank you for your help,” she writes is one of the leaders of the National 
League of Families of American Prisoners in Southeast Asia* "Our men certainly 
need all the help they can get and yours is very valuable indeed. There are two or 
three areas which you might consider writing about which I feel would be helpful* ^ 

"For obvious reasons, 1 prefer not to be referred to by about this, but j r^‘ 



these are some of the things that a wife of a war prisoner wonders about* 

"We have repeatedly asked the most vociferous of the Vietnam war critics in 
the Senate to be actually vociferous about c.ond&mning Hanoi for their cruel and 
barbarous treatment of our men* Representatives from our group have made personal 
calls on Sen* Fulbright, Sen. McGovern, Sen* McCarthy ^ and Sen* Kennedy* They claim 
that the prisoner issue is separate from the political issues and that they have 
made statements to the press, which la trv;e, but that the press did not give them 
good coverage on these statements* 

* V I asked Sen* McGovern's legislative ess latent (the Senator was never able to 
dee me himself) to ask San* McGovern to create opportunities to do this and I asked 
Sen* Fulbright himself to do the same* * .specifically on film and in the ways which 
would give their views on the prisoner issue the most exposure* They both said they 
would. Sen* Fulbright, In January and Sen* McGovern last August* The other two 
Senators told the vivas who saw them that they would do everything they could to 
help the prisoners* 

"I think these men understand what we ere talking about and know just bow to 
go about accomplishing this if they want to do so* I am perplexed about why they 
won't give equal time to condemning Hanoi for their treatment of our loved ones* 

"He feel that their vociferous criticism of Hanoi would be extremely valuable 
because of their well-known positions on the war* 

"I can only conclude that they badge so about giving our men the help they * 
need so badly because they feel It would dilute their attacks on the White House* 
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)or Ricael — > A War Prisoner's 
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tbenriae why trill they not create op, titles t Z go on camera and condemn 

Hanoi loud and lopg about the prisoners? Also, when is the Senate Foreign Relations 
Comal ttee going to conduct an investigation of the treatment of the prisoners? Why 
no Interest by Sen* Fulbright thus far? He seems to investigate every other phase 
of the war in great detail* We don't understand soot of these things and wish 
that someone , somewhere would ask the questions so they would have to be answered 


publicly, 1 * 

From now on the POW wives will know that tha questions have been asked on the 
record and publicly* When there are answers, we 1 11 report them* 

But back to the letter: 

"Also, I feel that the American public," she writes "should understand how the 
peace groups are using the prisoners to serve Hanoi's propaganda purposes* David 
Dellinger and Cora Welts are co-chairmen of a ’ Committee of Liaison For Families 
of Captured and Missing Servicemen.* They say they want to help forward letters from 
the men, 

My correspondent says she believes this is a "sham*' "There is nothing wrong 
with the direct postal service from Hanoi if the men are allowed to write and the 
letters are mailed , Why did not Cora Velas ask some questions about the deaths of 
the five men whose families she notified the day before Christinas? Two of these 
wives went to see Mrs. Duckies in Berkeley (Calif*) personally, Mrs. Duckies made 
the trip to Hanoi in December with Mrs. Veics and Mrs. Ethel Taylor, Mrs, Duckies 
said they had asked no questions but that Fanoi would not lie about a thing like 
that. 


"Imagine not even asking any questions about the dead men. How could one woman 
relay such news to another woman without even having made further inquiry about the 
circumstances? Nov the Committee of Liaison sends out letters to a few of the wives 
(of prisoners) at a time saying there are letters coining and that you are to receive 
one, causing even greater torment for those who do not know If their men are dead 
or alive* 

'The peace groups release a few names at a time, most of them having been 
released many times before, but It is all to give the impression that Hanoi is 
sending out many names* 11 

This, says my correspondent, tends to "make Hanoi look good*" 

'They have the list. They could give it to the Swedish government if they 
won't give it to ours, Sweden has released 14 names, Why no more? Why no 
explanation from Prime Minister (Olaf ) Palme about this?" 

It should be noted hare that the Prime Minister is due In the U.S, late this 


i spring — and that President Nixon will not receive him# 

"Remember, please, that Z do not understand the Intricacies of international 
relations," the young woman continues, "I fael terribly confused about ao many of 
these things which Involve so much that I do not understand. However, 1 have 
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another country and you want to put pressure on tha enemy who are treating your men 
cruelly you would greatly Increase the pressure on the supplier of war materials 
(Russia), 


MORE- 




( 1 * 

V Rlesel -- A War F goner's Page £ 

1 1 have no way of knowing as I sit in my California f -ving room, and my beloved 
alts In his north Vietnamese cell, if there la something more 1 can do to help 
him. How I wish X could have a vision that would tell me what Is exactly the right 
thing to do, the thing he would want me to do above all others# We cannot solve 
the problem ourselves# We can only let the world know that It Is there to be solved# 

’'If you can help us keep letting the world know that we are here and they are 
there #**the truth about our desperate plight, ve would be deeply grateful# I am ao 
emotionally Involved with my situation that I am often afraid X am unable to express 
myself clearly# 

"Please forgive me# let me know If you, as an objective observer, have any 
suggestions for us# Thank you for your genuine concern, Mr# Rlesel#’ 1 

To save her from ghoulish midnight phone calls 1 will not release her name# 

Nor do we wish to learn later her husband was tortured In reprisal. 

This is no jingoism, no maudlin move# This letter Is the anguished outcry of 
a young wife for the man she loves# 

\ The Soviets could at least get their proteges to release a list disclosing 
I whether women such as this one, of gut and heart, are wives or widows# 


(All Rights Reserved) 


H From Pub Habers -Hall Syndicate 

30 East 42nd Street, New York, New York 10017 jz 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 


Attached states that about 150 women 
met at the Vllllas Penn Bouse in Washing! 
D. C., on 4-7-70. It was announced that 
three Individuals will depart far Hanoi 
to negotiate with the North Vietnamese 
regarding the latest list of American 
prisoners recently released by North 
Vietnam. 

Copy of attached sent Inter-Division 
Information Unit. Pertlneit parts will 
be Included in teletype summary to the 
White House, Vice President, Attorney 
General, the military and Secret Service. 
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SUBJECT: 





DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 

Lrv*' %p 

SAC, HEW YORK (100-168469) (P) 


date: 5/13/70 




COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMTT.TKS 

OF SERVICEMEN. DEIAINED-ULHO 

IS -MI SC 

REGISTRATION ACT .* ** . u , , . 

(00: NY) t *6 

ReBu routing slip with enclosures dated 5/4/70. t-j 

For the information of VFO, Bureau advised on 
referenced 0-7 to initiate Registration Act investigation 
in accordance with formal request received by the Bureau 
from the Department of Justice. 



in t.i+.l 



Appropriate character change has been included 

WFO is requested to ascertain from the Department 
of State, if in fact, the captioned organization or ^ — 

individual members are registered in accordance with the 
provisions of the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938, 

Title 22, USC 611-621. 


are no 





Individual committee members identified to date 

CTSS HAVF niE TT/n iriTra .QTPirfc 4 lAJT -TUTiTT * 7 Uf\T T/MJA V \ 

— — - »• | T « » y VA41I J*jy *. r " 

\ RglNiE DAV^S, REV. RICI 


^ ilViUJVTW A J | 


CHAM, PROF. BEA-SEITZMA 
and TRUDLnfOUNG * 


HARD-FBRNANDE2* MACKilE-QEDDBSfr STEWART 
TZMANj* ETHELiCAYLORf BARBARA-4*EBSTER* C 



WFO should bear in mind this organization could be 
registered under an Individual. 

SiJRClASStfl^/ THIS MATTER SHOULD BE HANDLED EXPEDITIOUSLY. 
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UNITED STATED GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIC] 


: Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


date: 1970., 




fj^\ 


V X 
\ 


\1 


r : J. Walter Yeagley 

Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 

fit? 

subject: the COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF 
SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM ' 

This is in further reference to our memoranda ^ 
of April 6, and April 14, 1970. 

On May 1, 1970 a member of our staff attended 
a hearing held by the Subcommittee on National 
Security Policy and Scientific Developments of the/y: 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Cs*' 
Representatives. At that hearing Mrs. Theresa Wood 
of Tucson, Arizona, testified that her husband had 
\ been missing in action in Vietnam since February 6, 

, 1967? that in an attempt to obtain information about 

I her husband she had written a letter to the North 
Vietnamese Embassies in Stockholm, Sweden and Paris, 
France on February 12, 1970, and that she had re- 
ceived a written reply to her letter in which she 
had been told that in order to obtain information 
about her husband her inquiries (whether oral or 
written) should be directed through the subject 
Committee. Mrs. Wood did not state in her testimony 
_ whether she had in fact contacted the Coninittee. 
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Mr. Waiter* 
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Mr. Felt . 
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We understand that the transcript of the hearing 
held by the Subcommittee on May 1, 1970 will be printed 
by the Government Printing Office and distributed by 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs but that it may be 
some time before the transcript will be available for 
general distribution. 

Furthermore, the Attorney General recently met 
with representatives of the National League of Families 
of American Prisoners in Southeast Asia. They wanted 
to tell the Attorney General personally why they feel 
that the investigation of the Committee of Liaison 
should be pursued with vigor. I attended at the request 
of the Attorney General. One of the ladies suggested 
that the Government should get a copy of the tape of 
the Betsy Palmer TV Program called "Girl Talk" which 
was on the air sometime during the week of April 20. 
Apparently one of the members of the Liaison Committee 
was interviewed on that program. Please try to obtain 
a copy of that tape. 

In discussing the Liaison Committee, the ladies 
indicated that members of that Committee had admitted 
to them or even claimed to them that they had been 
designated to represent Hanoi in reference to releasing 
information regarding American prisoners. One of them 
even indicated that a committee member by the name of 
Rev. Fernandez had told her that each of the committee 
members had personally been selected by the North 
Vietnamese Government. 


Those present at the meeting were: 
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Mrs. David W. 
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Winn (Mary F. ) 


MrsWanesA. Mulligan, Jr 
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To “(UCi, In York (Enclosure) 

Bouston (Kelosurt) 




■lnneapolla (tnclomrt) 
Norfolk (Incloturt) 



Baa Diego (Enclosure) 
Tampa (tsclosuri) 

VYD (Enclosure) 

r^i , - & 
if t? 7 




Wtomy Dir actor, FBI 

ilHILOf LIAIBOB NITE FAMILUB OIL 

mod n month tyetmam 

US; UOI8TXATIOS ACT 

. . . Xncloaad for aach raclplaat off lea la one copy of a 
Xattar dated 5-36-70, from Kr . J. Valtar YaagXay, Assistant 
Attorney General, XntarnaX Security Division, Department of 
Just lea . 

For the information of of fleas mot In receipt of 
prior correspondence in this matter, the Department has 
requested an Investigation of COLIFAM in view of indications 
this committee may have Incurred the obligation to register 
in accordance vith the provisions of the Foreign Agents 
Beglstratlon Act as it appears that at the request of a foreign 
government it has engaged in political activity within the 
United States on behalf of such foreign government. 

York refer to page two, paragraph three, of the 
enclosure and obtain a copy of the tape of the Betsy Palmer 
TY program, "Girl Talk** mentioned therein. This should be 
transcribed and any leads suggested therein should be 
immediately set forth. 


Tolaon _ 
DeLooch 
Walter a - 
Moh 


IQ 

nnvnn. I Tampa, Norfolk and Minneapolis refer to 

MAYoDlfUtfp, paragraph two and those following, and interview the 
wives mentioned therein. Vote that the Department is Interested 
xESAiiinlng as many details as possible in regard to the 
activities of COLIFAM in this country and its connections r ;v*‘ v * 
with the Vorth Vietnamese Government . ^ 
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Airtel to Vew York 

US: Committee of Liaison with Families of 

Btrriomi Detained la lortk TJLftui (OOLIfll) • 

' . . ' v ' 

Wpr the Information Of Mr folk, "Tkt fashitftoo 
Daily News* sdlt ion of 1-28-70 , ' con tained an article concerned 
with a press confer sacs held by OOUnM leader , Cora Veins , 
on 1-IT-T0, in Washington, V. C. Acoordlng to the article, 

■re, Vdein (Sue) Shaun and Ira . Dale (Sartha) Doss, both of , 
Virginia Beach, Virginia, and who se hnabaada are JOW'i. were Z>7o 
present at th is nr— « im <i 



Versons interviewed during the course of this 
Investigation should be advised that it is being conducted at 
the specific request of Assistant Attorney General J. Valter 

Yeagley . 


I want to inpress upon each recipient the fact that 
the insidious activities of ODLIFAM have aroused considerable 
Interest in Congress and. as noted in the enclosure, the 
Attorney General has net with wives of the FOV’s. it is therefore 
absolutely essential that this investigation receive preferred 
Investigative and adnlnlstratlve handling. Bvery effort aust 
be taken to Insure our investigation is prompt and complete. 


VOTE : 

t 

COLIFAM was organized in January, 1970, and is made 
up of individuals connected with the Vew Mobilization Committee 
to End the War in Vietnam. Its co-chairmen are Dave Dellinger 
and Cora Weiss who are also Vational Co-chairmen of the Vew 
' ljtobe, r ' Yhe Worth Vietnamese , •; for obvious propaganda reasons, 
haVe chosen to deal with i jaSmbers of; this committee in releasing 
information regarding American POW ’s . Congressional and 
Administrative interest dictates the necessity for the above 
? instructions. c. - 
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UNITED STA' T 'ES' GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


oats: 


6/10/70 


ROM 


I HOUSTON (105-2693) (RUC) 

y 1 *' 

subject: COMM ITT e of liaison with families 

CF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN VIETNAM 
IS-MISCELLANEOUSj REGISTRATION ACT 
(00: NY) 

Re Bureau R/S to HO, 5/^/70 and Buairtel to NY, 
etc. 5/28/70. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are original and four copies 
of LHK re results of investigation conducted by the Houston 
Office in captioned matter. Two copies of this LHK are for- 
warded to the New York Office. 

pi? 

ADMINISTRATIVE 





Persons interviewed during the course of this investi- 
gation were advised it was being conducted at the specific 
request of AAG J. WALTER YEAGLEY. 

2 - Bureau (Enc-5) (RK) 

2 - New York (Snc-2) (KM) 

1 - Houston 
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HO 105-2693 


"ete autorises a correspondre avec vamllles prlere contacter 
Committee of Liaison With Families of Servicemen Detained in 
North Vietnam, 365 Vest 42 Street, New York. DSLBQALVXET" . 

This telegram was dated March 9, 1970. 

She was in contact with the U.S. Navy officers in 
New York and they suggested she ignore the telegram and 
proceed to Paris. That evening U.S. Navy officers checked at 
365 Vest 42nd Street, New York and advised her this was a 
dingy walkup building, with door locked. She attempted to 
telephone CORA WEISS, having been advised she was one of the 
chairmen of the Committee of Liaison with Families of Ser- 
vicemen Detained in North Vietnam. She received no answer when 
she made the telephone calk. 


She left New York and proceeded by plane to Paris, 
arriving on March 10, 1970. She wrote registered letters to 
the Delegation of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, 
requesting a personal audience. She telephoned and talked to 
a secretary who spoke in French and who advised her it was 
up to the U.S. Government to furnish her information concern- 
ing her missing husband. 



The second week she wrote additional letters and 
made additional telephone calls. At that time, persons in 
the Delegation began to urge her to work through the 
Committe of Liaison with Families of Servicemen Detained in 
North Vietnam ( COLlFAM ) . During the latter part of the t 

« week. she telephoned and was told that she and 
Icould come to the Delegation OflLce, that a letti 
en prepared, setting out the information they were 
seeking. They went to the Delegation Office and each was 
handed a letter. The letters were Identical and told them 
nothing, but did suggest they contact the New York Committee 
of Liaison with Families of American Servicemen Captured in 
North Vietnam. Lf <£■ f$t? "v. 

k tore her letter in pieces and cried, 
[asked a (female) secretary if there were 
any member of the Delegation with whom they might speak and 
was told there was no one available. She asked how long it 
would be and said she would not mind waiting another hour 
since she had come to PariB for this purpose. The secretary 
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became vary axel ted and called the Trench police, stating 
the woman had refused to leave. They remained about fifteen 
minutes and left the office* at which time they encountered 
a number of reporters and other representatives of the news 
media* who Interviewed them. ^/-v> A** 

left for her return trip to the U.S. 

__ {stayed three or four days longer, during 
ie wrote two more letters and talked by 
telephone to the Delegation. She was repeatedly told she 
would have to deal with COLIFAM. She left Paris on or about 
March 25 , 1970 and flew to New York, 




. She was met at the airport by U.S. Navy officers. 
She telephoned CORA WEISS, having previously talked to other 

U.S. Navy wives who had advised that CORA WEISS had been to 
Han oi and had rgrjnrtAdly rtturned with latturg fioma Prl — 


soners of War. CORA WEISS apparently knew about the trip to 
Paris, having followed it in the new^nedi^^a^jhe stated 
she would wait at her office requested 

to see her. 

in fr+w* 


She went to the COLIFAM office, which was in a run 
down building, door being locked. She rang the bell and CORA 
WEISS came downstairs to admit hec She met several committee 
members, RENNIE DAVIS, MAGGIE GEDDES and two or three young 
"hippie' type" girls. There were three telephones in the 
office space and during the time she was present, several calls 
were received from different parts of the U.S. 


CORA WEISS told her that she should not have gone 
to Paris, that she should have worked through the Committe 
of Liaison. She stated in no uncertain terns that any informa- 
tion would come only through the Committe. 


CORA WEISS said she had been to Hanoi three times 
and other Committee members had likewise made trips there. 

She displayed pictures of herself at Hanoi with persons 
allegedly Prisoners of War. She said she had obtained numerous 
letters from POWs to their families and had delivered them. 

She also displayed diolQgraoh^o^Jhe destruction caused by 
American bombings . told her she had not come 

to discuss the war withhel^^^^^JElSS to ob- 
tain information regarding HHB Mrs said she 
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had the feeling CORA WEISS already knew his fate. CORA 
WEISS mentioned she obtained three lists of POWs from the 
North Vietnamese. 

She also mentioned that the Reverend RICHARD 
FERNANDEZ, member of the Commltte, was leaving In a few 

'Hanoi and that he would take a request concerning 
However, she Indicated the response would be 
CORA WEISS said she would call or wire Mrs, 
iwhen FERNANDEZ returned from Hanoi. However, she 
iear from here thereafter. 

At the time of this visit to the Commltte Office, 

SS gave her a printed news release, which Mrs. 
ade available. 

fa* 

She returned to and telephoned CORA 
WEISS after hearing nothing rrom ner . 1 She was unable to reach 
her, but later CORA WEISS telephoned her and stated that 
FERNANDEZ and another group hac^ran^^^ Hanoi and had re- 
quested information regardin^^^^^^^^B They were told that 
lists of all POWs had been re^Hreffi^reviously and that 
letters from all POWs to their familie^ia^been delivered, 
and accordingly, it was presumed that^^JpH^Hwas not a 
prisoner. This last conversation with^^TO^fCTss was about 
four to six weeks ago. -*v 



»r 


CORA WEISS had the lists of POWs and persons to 
whom the letters had been delivered. She seems to be the 
only person and associated wltl^y^^anly group obtaining 
information. She stated to Mrs there are approxi- 
mately 360 confirmed POWs and stated there are no 

more. 


Mrs 



stated she considered It deplorable 
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the Commltte. However, In view of the fact this has 
apparently been the only source of Information from the North 
Vietnamese, she regards it as better than nothing, and observed 
she is of the opinion it would be a loss If CORA WEISS and the 
Commltte were stopped from their liaison role. 

Mrs* ^mHjj^Bfurnlshed the following items, xerox 
copies of which wer^prepared with originals returned to Mrs. 
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Telegram dated March 9*1970 from the Delegation 
of the D emocratic Republic of Vietnam, to Mrs . 


Letter handed to Mrs 
at Paris 

Release handed to Mrs 
Hew York. 


by the Delegation 
by CORA mss At 


Xerox copies of these Items are attached next following. 
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POLICY OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
VIET-NAM ON US PILOTS CAPTURED IN NORTH VIET -NAM 


The Government of the Democratic Republic- of,, Vlet-Nam [ j- 

i 

has on repeated occasions set forth the following: 

On orders from the United States Government, American 

* ► 

pilots came to bomb North Viet-Nam. They. destroyed many ; 

cities, towns, churches, end peg odes end mss sec red e greet 


number of Vietnamese civilians, . including women and children: 
They were captured in the act of committing a crime and they 

4 

came under the jurisdiction of the government of the Democratic 


Republic of Vlet-Nam. In adhering to the 1949 Geneva Conven:ion 
on the treatment of prisoners of war, the Democratic Republic ' 
of Vlet-Nam made explicit reservations In Article 85. Howevsr, 
the Government of the Democratic Republic of Vlet-Nam has 

i I- 

followed a humanitarian policy In their regard. All are ] 

J 

authorized to correspond with their families. As for those who < 

missing, the American Government is answerable to their fami^le 

\ 

and must bear responsibility. 

The American Government, in speaking of the so-called 
"release of a list of pilots", only intends to mislead American 
and world public opinion which demands that the United States . 
put an end to the war of aggression it is wagging In South • 
Vlet-Nam and immediately and totally withdraw all its troops ' • 


without posing any conditions. 


- ----- --vwAj — 
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9 Paris,' March 18, 1970 

. . ‘ V. 

. * # •• • 

Prompted by our humanitarian policy regarding the 
question of American pilots captured in North Viet-Nam during 

4 * 

the American war of aggression against our people* we have 
already answered your requests for information on the fate 
of your husbands and explained at the same time the policy 
of the Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. 

If you have already contacted the New York Committee 
of Liaison With Families of American Servicemen Captured 
in North Viet-Nam, you should give that Committee the necessary 
time to have information to give you. 

In addition, vour reauest will be forwarded to the 
appropriate authorities. 


Office of the Delegate General of 
the Government of the Democratic 
Republic of Viet-Nam 

m 
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committee of ua/son 

■ wkh FmmUies of Sm/vbaman Detained in North Vietnam 


New Yorfc N.V. 10036 


212 - 765 - 1*90 ! 
Cable address: COLIAFAM 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
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COMMUNICATION WITH CAPTURED AIRMEN 
ESTABLISHED B 7 MEN COMMUTES: ■ 

UTTERS SV ROUTE RON 


Chicago, Jan. 15$ In an unprecedented wove, I 
all mntl-war activists announced today the formation 
«f a Comilttee of Liaison with Paulites of Servlce- 
awn Detained In North Vietnau. The Committee will, 
according to Mrs. Cora Velas, a co-chairman of the 
IMS group and a bouses If e from Rlverdale, M.T., 
"facilitate communication between servicemen held 
In North Vietnau and their relatives in the United 
States." 

Specifically, "the Coaailttee will receive letters from the captured 
American pilots," according to Mrs. Velas, "and tuned lately forward 
then to the addressee. Also," she continued, "we will forward Inquiries 
froa f sullies in the United States to the North Vietnamese authorities 
and they will attempt to confirm the status #f tbelr missing relatives." 

According to Mrs. Velsa, "the North Vietnamese have agreed to send and 
receive one letter per month between airmen known to be held In North 
Vietnam and relatives In this country. Letters sent from the U.S.," 
she continued, "should be addressed to prisoner, serial number, camp 
•of Detention for U.8. Pilots Captured In the DRV, Hanoi, Democratic 
Republlo of Vietnam, via Moscow, 8oviet Union." Packages, Mrs. VClss 
added, ,oan be sent every other month and are not to exceed six pounds. 
Mrs. Velas noted that the Committee will forward letters for the 
families to North Vietnam if requested by relatives to do so. 




Dave Dellinger, the other oo-obalrman of the Committee and presently 
being tried on conspiracy charges in Chicago, outlined the background 
of previous prisoner releases to the American peace movement and said 

*Tfe 4a Mv^mmgfevwlihTm that fell* Viatnaaftift IfvSieita feKaiy * 

in this 


.-confidence In the American people through the peace movement 
-way. Ve mho are on this Committee," be continued, "firmly believe 
V_,_£bat the safe return of Amerloen pilots held In North Vletnsm 000 only 
..^'--morne from a. decision so the pert of the JU.S. government to withdrew t 

ai'ift ' T * *’ ~ ,V * i' • ' n ‘ 

. Dwlliocer deorle^r tbe U,$.> government' for lte ignoring the fie^e •»«:» 
tbpusbnds mf prisoners . in js lie in south Vietnam who, wltlv full taw- 
rrr. - -re subjected *0 grotesque 

* "* t authoritatively. by. 



arrive from HOnj 
fe addressees." 

IS. ererc written 
the names of 182 

tb * 1Ut liable upon b request^ r of " 
final nor comprehensive. He sold that "While these 


families." 


aa, there arf undoubtedly others known to tbelr 


tfbber persons participating In the press conference Included Rennie 
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PRESS RELEASE - page 2 


Davis, a defendant in the conspiracy trial, the Rev. Richard Fernandez, 
Director of Clergy and Laymen Concerned About Vietnam, and Maggie Geddea 
and Trudl Young, staff members of the Committee. 

In December 1969 , Mrs. Cora Velas snd two other women, Ethel Taylor of 
Philadelphia and Madeleine Duckies of San Francisco, all active with 
Women Strike for Peace, came back from Hanoi with 138 letters from 
prisoners for Christmas. Mrs. Velas said at the press conference that 
she had worked out the details for this Committee during this recent 
trip. Historically, the development of the Committee Is unprecedented 
111 tiiS6 of waT » 

Other members of the Committee of Liaison not present at today's press 
conference Include Mra. Anne Bennett, Prof. Bea Seltzman, Steve Ha 111- 
well and Barbara Webster. The Committee's office is at 365 Vest 42nd 
Street, *nd floor. New York, N.Y. 

30 30 30 

Note : Since this release, 87 more letters from prisoners have been 

sent from North Vietnam for forwarding by the Committee. 



Seen As Liaison 
lo U.S. POWs ! 

NEW YORK (AP) - An often 
to arrange and facilitate ex- 
change of mail between Ameri- 
can servicemen Imprisoned in 
North Vietnam and their fami- 
lies will open here today, a 
group oppoeed-to the war an- 
nounced yesterday. 

The office carries the nai :e of 
lb* Committee of Ud!wm with 
Families of Servicemen De- 
tained in North Vietnam, and its 
organizers are Mrs. Core Weiss 
and David Dellinger* , _ 

Mrs. Weill said the orgautoi* * 
tion has had numerous cont a ct s 
with families of prisoners It 
hopes to aid. She said €9 letters 
from 14 servicemen, brought by 
hand to Hong Kong, were flown 

f* thss 

rosilrd to the families. 

Sbo taut tt* North Vietnam- 
^ !iad approve nn«U arraugiv 
Writs by which families could 
pend cmr letter and one package 

of rw» intwr* tlmn mU |wwhwIn parli 
iinwHii imbl |*rwtt*iw»f . 

kmittiiiwl Itewtl mC 

tiie Wuri’-ii"* ait h* ^ 

and ;» ecchau'io ^ Um H%w 
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Foes of Wat Form 
Croup to Forward 
Letters to P.0,W,’s 


CHICAGO, Jan. 15— Oppo- 
oenta of the Vietnam war an- 
nounced today the formation 
of a oommittee to "facilitate 
communication between serv- 
icemen held In North Vietnam 


-_ 1 _ 

PIN! llirir IUPUT 1 
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W imp ynucu 


which will have offices at 365 


TUi 


VatV 


the North Vietnamese. Mr 
Weisa Mid. Hanoi will nspon. 
by telegram; Jt tho nun wa 
injured or in a prison camp 
tha said, tho North Vletname* 

a m - »» . a^ ui rkn aah* 

WUUIO a wempv UJ W» «*• 

to write his family through tfc 
committee. * 

With regard to mail fror 
men known, to be held in Nort 
Vktnam, Mrs. Weiss outline 
the procedure to be follows 


Stales.** 

At • newe conference here, 
the founders arid the Hanoi 
Government had agreed to work 
through die new committee. 
Which is called Committee of 

» Vntft PWmIHm a# Cam# 

UilH/B TTIUI rMUUlM IK tIUf 

cemen Detained in North VWt 


Mm Corn Weiss of JUverdafe. 
the Bronx, a housewife who is 
co-chairman of the committee, 
•aid Hanoi had agreed to send 
ali mall from American prU- 
onere of war to the commit i**, 


City. She said tha committee 
would then forward the tetters 
to the prisoners* families. 

Mrs. Weiss who spent two 
weeks hi North Vietnam in 
v said the North Vtet- 
nad also . speed to 
answer inquiries from families 
of missing men and would "at- 
tempt to confirm their status." 

Mrs. Weiss said this was the 
first time the North Vietnamese 
had tarred to answer such in- 

# r 4 #i i a A t. ^ l a * 

qilirtCM. bnv mi a iuv vmunrnur 

bf»ne*l fiw ivaaooaWy prompt agreed to send and Terelva on 
restxwscs. teller a month between prUo» 

Mrs. Weiss outlined the pro- era end (heir relatives in thi 
ccdures for such inquiries. QShe country. 

said the family of any missing 1 

_ « III Ml It 

man cwuhb vwi ww ua wwuim- 
tec’s New York office tad ask 
It to approach Hanoi 

She Mid Hie committee 
would send a telegram to North 
Vietnam, “assuming that West- 
ern Union w&l aepd our tele- 

‘ Aalkla 


If the airman has been cot 


IIU geutw 


k VUtnoA Km 


ona 


Letters torn the prisanm 
an to be sent in bundles to th<- 

(Hma'a A Mi ■■ ilVf tMT 
ilKV “ 

forwarded 
[familial. 


wljh that* 


from than to fh 
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from Tha New York Tltneo, 1 / 16/70 ■ - 
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Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: 6/12/70 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


( Priority ) 



TO: 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI <100-457899) 
SAC, NORFOLK (100-6833) (P) 


-COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES 
OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH 
VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 

IS - MISC, REGISTRATION ACT 

(OO: New York) 









ftr ReBu airtel, 5/28/70, no cc Chicago. 

New York airtel and LHM, 6/9/70, to Bureau and all 
offices. . 

\ V 

w On 6 / 11 / 70 ^ Mpr . anH MrR 


On fi 

_ both of V 

avy Officers, 


w* A W * jf' 

^Z^ZQ^raJ^(^fc| 

s^^u^i^Norr^^ietnam , 


P and Mrs 

Ta, whose husban 
, were interviewed. 


. // / 


^ Both related that on -6/10/70, they appeared as 

witnesses before the Subcommittee of a House Committee on 
Internal Security and testified to their dealings with the 
captioned committee. 

It is noted that both of these women - had met with 
a representative of the North Vietnamese Delegation in Paris, 
France, and later had conferred with representative of the 


International Red 


Crras at^G 

Thervisi^^^Paris was to as 
for the release of vHP^and wounded pr 
publicity. Jr 

^ , Ar ?&■*>.& REC-1Q , 

1J.J- Bureau (Enc. 1) (RM) 7 / — 

2 - Chicago (RM) 

2 - WFO (Enc. 1) (RM) 

2 - New York (100-168469) (Enc. 1) (RM) 


t Geneva, Switzerland. 


Atf0-fi.jp REC-1Q , 

u (Enc. 17 (RM) T'/ — 


aris was to ask the North Vietnamese 
and wounded prisoners and to create 
j-e rv*wv_ 
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NF 100-6833 


Their purpose in visiting the Red Cross In Geneve was to urge 
the Red Cross to press the North Vietnamese to allow inspection 
of POW camps. Both stated that by doing this they knew that 

*thoy were generating Considerable publicity Over the treatment 

of POW by Hanoi. 

Both women stated that following their .ppetum from 
Paris, France, in October, 1969, Attorney JERRiyrtCUNSTLER went n 
to confer with the Hanoi representatives in Paris , and when 
he returned to the United States, he held a press conference 
at Chicago, Illinois, stating that he was forming a committee - 
to handle POW mail. 

LEADS 


WFO should contact the Committee on Internal Security, 
U. S. House of Representatives for pertinent information 
concerning COLIFAM which was developed during hearings . 

Chicago should report pertinent information concerning 
the press conference reportedly held by JERRY KUNSTLER. 

I 

Enclosed to Bureau, WFO and New York copy of press 
release from House Committee on Internal Security. 




-r- 


( 


\ 


A 


Oniir'i 






S IEL2ASE 

FBCM: Imiti Coalttit on Internal Security 
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WASHINGTON •• One of the top officials of the Copunlft Party, 

U. S. A., baa been aubpoenaed to appear Thureday before a Congressional iub* 
cocnittce Investigating activities of the New Mobilisation Conlttee to End the 
Var in Vietnam (New Kobe) t Subcommittee Chairmen lap. Edwin t?. Edwards, JHLe-, 

announced today. 

! . 

it la Arnold w. Johnson of New Tort City, public relatione director 
for the Cows lit Party In this country, end alao e member of the New Kobe 
a tee ring cowl t tee. 

Edwards ' eubconmlttee of the House Cowl t tee on Internal Security la 
reeuelng its Inquiry Into activities of the New Kobe In e series of bearing* 
scheduled to start at 9:30 a.n. Tuesday, June 9, and conclude Thureday. 

. i 

Johnson 1 a affiliation with both the Communist Party end Hew nobs 
make him an obvious witness in the effort to determine what, if any, effect 
the Party has in directing New Kobe activities, Edwards said. 

N 

Other witnesses will include Washington, D. C., Police Chief Jerry 
Wilson and the wives of two American prisoners of war la North Vietnam. 

The wives are Mra. Dale Doss and Mrs. Edwin A. Schtzaan, III, both of 
Virginia Seech, Va. 

The wives' testimony will primarily relate to a group known as the 
#i Coemittee of Liaison VI th Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vletnm." 
This group was formed in January, 1970, by Devld Dellinger and Cora Weiss, bo 
of New York City. They are alao co-chairmen and active members of the New Mo 
steering remittee. All told, sin officers of Liaison are New Kobe leaders. 

Mrs. Doss and Mrs. Sc turner, hive taken the position that the group 
stands for everything thalr husbands were fighting against. 

Asserting that matters concerning their husbands should be handled 
either by the United States and North Viatnamese goverxaants or some neutral 
body such as tha tad Cross, they hsve gone to the extent of refusing mall from 
the Liaison Comlttee despite possibilities that it contains letters from their 
« ids . 



Two documentary films will be shown during the bearings: *Toot to 

Demonstrate, Soma to Destroy, 11 an account of tha Nov* |5, 1969, Moratorium 
filmed by the Nash log ton, D. C», Police Dept., and "Iq the Name of Peace . . .** 
a private documentary which includes statements by New Kobe leaders •• including 
Arnold Johnson — of their aims and objectives. 


Other members of the Subcommittee besides Chairman Edwards are Bepe. 
Hilllma J. inherit, R*lowa, and Louis Stokes, D-Ohio. 

The hearing schedule 1st Tuesday, Chief Vlison; Vedncsdsy, FCt: wives; 
and Thursday, Arnold Johnson. The films will be shown at tbs Tuesday and 
Wednesday hearings, 

Wednesday and Thureday bearings will begin at 10 a.m. All will be 
held in the Comtttee's chamber. Boom 311 Cannon building. 

- 30 - 
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to send any letters to 814 Northeast 40th Street, Seattle, 
Washington, 98105. 

This information not set forth in details since 
it did not pertain specifically to captioned group, however, 
it is set forth above for the information of the Bureau. 


Copies of this LHN are being furnished locally to 
USA, Tampa; III and NISO, Orlando; and OSI, Patrick Air Force 
Base, Florida. 


LEADS : 

LOS ANGELES 




CALIFORNIA 



ill interview Mrs 
and obtain all 
captioned group. 


TAMPA 
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In thply, PUam Rtf * r to 

nuN«. 
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U1 D STATES DEPARTMENT OF 'TICE 
Pe. ral BUREAU of INVESTIGAT- s 

Tampa, Florida 
June 12, 1970 



COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF 

SERVICElfEK HETA TW1STI TV VHQTU V I TTTXI A u 

' — — — - ■ — — - •• *— r *41 n V«» I il » AM4 JlAITl 

(COL IF AM ) 
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, wati <->riai League of Families 

of American Prisoners in Southeasr Asia, was contacted by 
a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of investigation at 



— . - , sse - & „ . . v Tjag Ha H nn ri$rson& 1 

contac^o^Txperience with the captioned group. She 
further advised that her only knowledge of this group 
was from what she has learned from other women in the 
National League of Families of American Prisoners in South- 
east Asia. 


She also commented that the first time she heard 
about the captioned group was in December, 1969 when she 
was in Washington, D.C, at the request of president Nixon* 

At that time, she heard other women talking among themselves 
that they were going to get mail or had received mail from 
their husbands or sons who were prisoners in North Vietnam. 
These letters were allegedly obtained through the captioned 
TOud. She ..learned more ahmit this <n>nun hv talking to 

the National 

American Prisoners in Southeast Asia; 



innesotai 

in action’TJ^^Wsoners of war in Southeast Asia. 


Mrs 

contacted by tbe cap" 


xone 



told 

group an 


that she had been 
old that her 


i*prt>mATI0S O0NTA.TSJ® 

tfEnEnris unclassified. 

j^XBPT i^Kers shown 
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COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF 
SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 
(COL IF AM) 


her husband is dead . She gave 
which reads as follows: 



a 


copy of the letter 


"Dear Mrs. 




"Your wire to me in Los Angeles wa? forwarded 
to New York and I just received it. I understand 
and am most sympathetic. 


"By now you probably have heard ires the State 
Dept - ♦hat 3 received a wire on Dec. 27 from Hanoi t 
ver ilying that five pilo ts kille d *in their air raid'^^^'* 


and not in prison, Mr. 



is among the live. 


"This nevs was most difficult for the Vietnamese 
to give ire »' lie v? were in Vietnam, a. :: re*'&l*a» to 
say if? twcst d;t n-ui: for me, a-t a v x 1 <- a r; mother, 
to have to iorvaro to you. 


"There is little I can add, except to extend my 
sincerest Evapathv. Further verif icatio.. :s, of 
course, unavailable here, but you must understand that 
the Vietnataewe vould have absolutely no reason to 
alter such facts*. They have thus far been very 
straight vith us> as to the status of those about whom 
we have inquired. 


"I understand that you have spoken with Mrs. 
Duckies. 


"My best wishes to you and your family for the 
New Year, and again, I am most sorry to y l 3 Mve to be 
the bearer of such news. 


"/s/ Cord Weiss 1 


Mrs. Powers also was told by Mrs 
thate^her Cora Weiss or a Reverend Fernar 
Mrs^H^Hftand informed her that they had a le 
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COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF 
SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 
(COL IF AM) 
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Hut? Dana and that she would be receiving 1* ir the very 

near future. Accor Mrs, Powers, over t’*o months 
have passed and not yet recei" - i >v c letter 

referred to above. 


Mrs. Powers further stated tU' there are several 
toien in the Tampa - Orlando area who have £«v-v contacted 
by the captioned group . She further ad 
ow who they__all are. hut Mr 

va ■% 4 



]f7& 



- - This docurer. t contains neither r ec cr.r endat ions 
nor conclusions o: the FBI. It is the pre: ' • of the FBI 
and is loaned to _Cur are*".; it ard ;* t.r -.is-.-. j ■: r*e not 
to be distribute ; r. . ;si»v *, our agen^ >. 
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Transmit the following in 


P\ 1 « / ■ ■ / *1 A 

^ Ult?; b/ll/ZU 


(Type in plaintext or code ) 


(Priority) 



TO: DIRECTOR , FBI (100-457899) 

FROM: SAC, WFO (100-50739) (RUC) 

Committee of liaison with 

FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED 

IN NORTH VIETNAM 

IS-K1SC* *****+*T^Z 


ft 




REGISTRATION ACT 


i aa . vnr \ 


*-T **-*«T**< ful III 

* ; av iC» 
—cO.,39. 9r3 «*9S 



L» « ' JV.' . I 





Re Bureau 07 to WFO, 5/4/70, and New York let to 
Bureau and WFO, 5/13/70, Bureau airtel to WFO etal. 5/28/70. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of LHM as 
captioned and dated above. Enclosed for New York division 
are two copies of same LHM. Enclosed for Alexandria division 
are two copies of same LHM, copy of referenced Bureau airtel, 
and Department of Justice letter to Bureau dated 5/26/70. 

An article appearing in the April 9, 1970, edition 
of the ’’Washington Evening Star”, a daily newspaper published 
in Washington, D.C. (WDC) , stated that JANE PLOWMAN spoke 
before the Naval. Civil Engineers Corps Officers Wives Club at 
Fort McNair, WDC, on April 8, 1970, Mrs. PL0WAN was 


7*} Bureau (End. 9) /ec -# 

2 - New York (Enel. 2) (RM) (100-ltflflfflLn Jfu\- H r 
2 - Alexandria (Enel. 4) (RM) ^ ^ 30UU I - 


V 1 7 - 


AGENCY* ACSI, ONI, OSIjSEC. SER\ f Sr*re 

W, 00, RAO,,*? 

DATE rr.n-.V ; -//. - P/> 1 


V* 






Per 




ent in Charae 








V 





WFO 100-50739 


identified as the wife of *JAMES PLOWMAN a U.S. Naval Officer 
who has been missing in action in North Vietnam since 1967. 

Mrs. PLOVHAN's speech concerned the pres sure applied to the 
wives of missing and captured U.S. military personnel by 
“right and left ving M organizations which seek the support 
of the group of women. The speech called for Congressional 
action against these groups, because some of them promise 
information about the missing men or -rewards such as letters 
or even the release of the captured Individual in return for 
the wife’s support. The newspaper article did not specifically 
name any group which had been applying pressure on these 
women . 

According to this write-up of Mrs. PLOWMAN'S speech, 


she considered Congress to be apathetic to these women's 
problems, and she expressed the opinion that much more could 
be dofie to Solve tbeSe ptOulcmS • / 



Set out results of investigation in a form suitable for 
dissemination. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Washington, D.C. 20535 
June IX, 1970 


COtJUTTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED 

IN NORTH VIETNAM. (COLIFAM) 


An article which appeared in the January 20, 1970 
issue of the "Daily World" stated that captioned group was 
formed on January 19, 1970 and opened an office at 365 West 
42nd Street, New York, New York. The article further stated 
in part that this group, at the request of the government 
of North Vietnam, will facilitate communication between 
families in the United States (U.S.) and U.S. military personnel 
being .held prisoner in North Vietnam. The article quoted 
Steve Halliwell, a spokesman for the group, as stating that 
the Committee will function entirely apart from the U.S. 
Government, and that the U.S. military personnel imprisoned 
in North Vietnam are actually prisone:s of the U.3. Government 
because they were sent to fight a war which the servi corner 
opposed. Kalliwell also stated that these men are in t.hr 
middle of a propaganda move by the U.S. Government which is 
prolonging the war . 

1 \r Ur\T 1 H 1 ' i c rhararferi a n roast 
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Communist newspaper. 
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The Committee publically identifies its members 
on its letterhead stationery as: 
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SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN 
NORTH VIETNAM 





David Dellinger, Co-chairman 

Cora Weiss, Co-chairman 

Anne Bennett , Treasurer 

Rennie Davis 

lev. Richard Fernandez 

Maggie Geddes 

Steve Halliwell 

Stewart Meacham 

Prof» Bea Seitzman 

Ethel Taylor 

Barbara Webster 

Trudi Young 

' David Dellinger has been publically identified 
as an active leader and participant in anti-war and anti- 
United States policy demonstrations including the March on 
the Pentagon, October 1967, disruption of the Democratic 
National Convention August 196 , and the ^residential 
Inauguration, January 1969. Dellinger was a co-defendant 
in the Chicago Conspiracy Trial. Dellinger is also publically 
known as the co-chairman of the New Mobilization Committee to 
End the War in Vietnam (NMC) 

The NMC is described as a National steering 

organization, with headquarters in New York 

City which specializes in the formation of 

local and national protest and demonstration 

* 

activities through a coalition of local anti 
Vietnam War and draft groups throughout the 
Nation. 

Cora Weiss has been publically identified as being 
active in the Women Strike for Peace (WSP) and an officer 
in the New Mobilization Committee to End the War in Vietnam 
(NMC} . 

— r * 
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WITH FAMILIES OF 
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NOKTH VIETNAM 


The WSP is a national women's pacifist organization 
which in the past has demonstrated against nuclear 
testing, the draft, the War in Vietnam, the ABM 
System, chemical-biological warfare and the "burgeoning 
military-identical complex". 

Bennie Davis has been publically identified as 
National leader of the Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) 
and the New Mobilization Committee to End the War in Vietnam 
(NMC) . Davis is also publically known as one of the co-defendants 
in the- Chicago Conspiracy Trial. 

A characterization of SDS is contained in the 

aDoendix. 

A A 






/j"ine Bennett has been publically identified as a 
staunch pacifist that has been active in the peace movement 
for many years . 

F.everend Fi chard Fernandez has been publically 
identified as a member of the National Steering Committee of 
the New Mobilization Committee to 2nd the War in Vietnam 
(NHC) , and is the executive director of the Clergy and Layman 
Concerned About Vietnam (CLCV) . 

CLCV is a anti-war, anti -draft organization 
of churchmen with connections to middle class' 
America. 

Stewart Meacham is believed to be identical with 
James Stewart Keacham who has been publically identified as 
an employee of the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) 
and an active member of many organizations Vhlck cppose U.S. 
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policy in Vietnam. Neacham is also on the steering committee 
of the New Mobilization Committee to End the War in Vietnam. 

The AFSC is a non profit organization, founded 
largely by the Quaker Church, which seeks solutions 
to both domestic and international problems through 
non-profit means. 

Steve Halliwell has been publically identified 
as a member of Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) 

Ethel Taylor has been publically identified as 
an officer in the Women’s Strike for Peace, (W3?) . 

Barbara Webster and Trudi Young have both been 
publically identified as teing active in the New Mobi ' ization 
Committee to End the War in Vietnam (NMC) . 


On May 25, 1970 the following individuals were 
contacted at the U.S. Department of State, Washington, D.C. 
Each person stated, often reviewing his files, that neither 
the captioned group nor its individual known members had 
registered with the U.S. Department of State pursuant to the 
provisions of the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 193E: 



Protocol Office, United States 
Department of State 
- Desk Officer of North Vietnam 
United States Department of 
State. 
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On May 25, 1970 Mr. Frank A. Sieverts, Special 
Assistant to Under Secretary of State, United States 
Department of State (USDS), stated that he has periodically 
been contacted by various members of the captioned group in 
connection with his official duties, which concerns the 
administering of the affairs of captured U.S. military person- 
nel by North Vietnam. Sieverts advised that the USDS was 
opposed to the captioned group and that it has only cooperated 
with them when it was felt to be in the best interests of the 
missing men and their families. Sieverts said this group was 
unfriendly to the USDS and had contacted him only when they 
felt it was necessary for their operations. Sieverts further 
stated that neither the captioned group nor its individual 
members were registered with his office pursuant to the 
Foreign Agents I.egistration Act of 1938. 


On May 26, 1970 Mr. James Burke, Records Services 
Division, Office of Operation, USDS advised that the files 
of his division only contain reference to a meeting between 
David Dellinger and Frank A. Sieverts on July 20, 1967. 
Dellinger came to Sievert's office after a trip Dellinger took 
to North Vietnam and requested that he be allowed 'to retain his 
passport and also that it be validated to allow him to travel 
to Cuba. Sieverts tried to obtain information from Dellinger 
about his trip to North Vietnam but Dellinger was uncooperative 
and would only talk in a general way about conversations he 

Ka LTi t - la ^T*Tr\ a fN^i /■'an emwrt Kfn 

mm unw xjhuci i von DC1 VAWClUCii • ULliCl J CiCiCilLC 

to the captioned group or its members was present in the USDS 

fUe - fa*. 

On Clerk, 

Foreign Agents Regis tratior^Sect^i^M^^Depa^ment of Justice, 
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Washington, D.C., advised there is no record of the captioned 
organization having registered with her office pursuant to 
the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 193P 




On June 10, 1970 

Foreign Agents Registration Section, U. ST~De par tment 
Justice, Washington, DC., advised none of the publically 
identified members of captioned group have registered with 
her office pursuant to the Foreign Agents Registration Act 


of 1938. 






appendix 
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 


A source has advi sed that the Students for a Demo- 
cratic Society fSDS), as presently regarded, came into being 
at a founding convention held June, 1962, at Port Huron, Mich- 
igan. From an initial posture of "participatory democracy" the 
line of the national leadership has revealed a growing Marxist- 
Lenintst adherence which currently calls for the building of a 
revolutionary youth movement. Concurrently, the program of 
SDS has evolved from civil rights struggles to an anti-Vietnam 
war stance to an advocacy of a militant anti -imperialist position. 
China, Vietnam and Cuba are regarded as the leaders of worldwide 
struggles against United States imperialism whereas the Soviet 
Union is held to be revisionist and also imperialist. 


. At the June, 1969, SDS National Convention, Progressive 
Labor Party (PLP) forces in the organization were expelled. As 
a result, the National Office (NO) group maintained its National 

ti_ ^ j a. — _ a. ^ ao t t w i _• r i i a.i at n 

neauquaner^ at iouo west naaison oireei, laucago, ana Lne r\^r 

faction set up headquarters in Cambridge, Massachusetts. This 
headquarters subsequently moved to Boston. Each group elected 
its own national officers, which include three national secre- 
taries and a National Interim Committee of eight. Both the NO 
forces and the PLP forces claim to be the true SDS. Both groups 
also print their versions of "New Left Notes" which sets forth 
the line and the program of the particular faction. .The NO 

J Mil... T - f 4- KT _ It A. 1 2 _ ] J _ __ «.! 4 . i 4.1 - 

vciaiuu ui new lcil nuies wad recently pnmea unaer me nue 
"The Fire Next Time" to achieve a broader mass appeal. 

f 

Two major factions have developed internally within 
the NO group, namely, the Weatherman or Revolutionary Youth 
Movement fRYM) I faction, and the RYM II faction. Weatherman 
is action-oriented upholding Castro's position that the duty of 
revolutionaries is to make revolution. Weatherman is regarded 

X&. • m D VM T T a m Ji • * 4 • ■f as ^ W a 1 I ^ i n 4* C ~~ i • »L m js. W J t n. 

uy iuu i l tto an auvciuuL isuc , euuai lavuuu Wiliail aeuitfd 

the historical role of the working class as the base for revo- 
lution. RYM II maintains that revolution, although desired, is 
not possible under present conditions, hence emphasizes organizing 
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 

and raising the political consciousness of the working class 
upon whom they feel successful revolution depends. Although 
disclaiming control and domination by the Communist Party, 

USA, leaders in these two factions hftve in the past proclaini^d 
themselves to be communists and to follow the precepts of a 
Marxist -I-enini st philosophy, along pro-Chinese communist lines. 

A second source has advised that the PLP faction 
which is more commonly known as the Worker Student Alliance 
is dominated and controlled by members of the PLP, who are 
required to identify themselves with the pro-Chinese Marxist- 
Leninist philosophy of the PLP, They advocate t ha t an - 
liance between workers and students is vital to the bringing 
about of a revolution in the United States. 

..SOS regions and university and college chapters, although 
operating under the outlines of the SDS National Constitution, 
are autonomous in nature and free to carry out independent policy 
reflective of local conditions. Because of this autonomy Internal 
struggles reflecting the major factional interests of SDS have 
occurred at the chapter level since the beginning of the 1969-70 
school year. 

The PLP is characterized separately in the Appendix. 
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APPENDIX 


PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY (PLP) 


"The New York Times" city edition, Tuesday, April 20, 
1965, page 27, reported that a new party of "revolutionary 
socialism" was formally founded on April 18, 1965, under the 
name of the PLP which had been known as the Progressive Labor 
Movement . 


According to the article, "The Progressive Labor 
Movement was founded in 1962, by Milton Rosen and Mortimer 
Scheer after they were expelled from the Communist Party of 
the United States for assertedly following the Chinese Com- 
munist line." 

* 


A source advised on June 3, 1968, that the PLP held 
its Second National Convention in New York City, May 31 to 
June 2, 1968, at which time the PLP reasserted its objective 
of the establishment of a militant working class movement 
based on Marxism-Leninism. This is to be accomplished through 
the Party's over-all revolutionary strategy of raising the 
consciousness of the people and helping to provide ideological 
leadership in the working class struggle for state power. 

The source also advised that at the Second National 
Convention Milton Rosen was unanimously re-elected National 
Chairman of the PLP and Levi Laub, Fred Jerome, Jared Israel, 
William Epton, Jacob Rosen, Jeffrey Gordon, and Walter Linder 
were elected as the National Committee to lead the PLP until 
the next convention. 

The PLP publishes "Progressive Labor," a bimonthly 
magazine; "World Revolution," a quarterly periodical; and 
"Challenge-Desaf lo," a monthly newspaper. 

The April, 1969, issue of "Challenge-Desaf lo" sets 
forth that "Challenge is dedicated to the peoples fight for 
a new way of life- -where the working men and women control 
their own homes and factories; where they themselves make 
up the entire government on every level and control the 
schools, courts, police and all institutions which are now 
used to control them." 
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PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY (PLP) 

Source advised on Hey 8, 1969, thet the PLP utilizes 
en address of General Post Office Box BOB, Brooklyn, New York, 
and also utilises an office In Boon 617, 1 Union Square West, 
New York, New York. 
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xn view oi toe location oi captioned organization 
at New York City, the New York Office is being considered 
Office of Origin in this matter. 




During interview of Mrs 
California, she advised 

orney General MITCHELL and Mr, J. WALTER YEAGLEY, 
Assistant Attorney Oeneral, Internal Security Division, 
on 5/1/70 and had asked them to conduct a vigorous investigation 
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in periodic contact with Attorney General MITCHELL in order 
to inquire concerning the status of the FBI's investigation 
in this matter. 


Unless advised to the contrary by the Office of 
Origin, all items of evidence described in this report will 
be maintained in the San Diego Division. 
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On 6/3/70, Mrs._ 

California, furnished five 1 etters Tec el ved U'OB LUL1FAM 

she ha ? had 

of the Government of the Democratic Republi^o^Vietnam 6 ^ 1 /? 
in Paris, France, in March, 1970, personally fu mishad ha -r * 
a letter advising her to contact COLIFAM. . Mrs .■■MV 
furnished a telegram sent 3/9/70 from that Gover^men^^s 
representative in Paris to her residence advising her that 
captured American pilots in North Vietnam have been 
authorized to correspond with families through COLIFAM. 
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in North Vietnam, 365 West 42nd Street, New York, New Y.crk 
10036 • / _ ^ 
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I'h*s • advised that she has had no other 

contact or correspondence with that orcanization, other 
than these five letters, set forth in detail as follows: 
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•.OMMiTTEE OF UA ON 


with Families f Servicemen Detain 

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


* in North Vietnum 


(212) 765-1490 

ABLE ADDRESS: 
coliafam 


-chairmen: 

Dovt Dellinger 
Coro Weiss 

easuTeft 

r.w Mrs. Anne Bennett 

•el 

committee (in formation): 
Rennie Davis 
. Rev. Richard Fernandez 
* Maggie Geddcs 
*Steve Holliwell 
Stewart Meachom 
Prof. Beo Seitzman 
Ethel Taylor 
*Borbaro Webster 
*Trudi Young 
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January 27, 1970 



We assume that by this time you have re- 
ceived the letter from North Vietnam which 
was forwarded to you by members of our 
Committee. We are enclosing; an Information 
Sheet which explains the work of the Committee 
of Liaison. 


The North Vietnamese have said that prisoners 
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receive and send one letter a 


-month. As noted in the Information Sheet, you 
.may send letters directly to North Vietnam 
(note the mail address and route). If you 
would like us to forward their, for you, please 
enclose but do not affix stamps as we will be 

rr f K ntvi rsri Krr nv. r% 1 r 4- r* n o T r> /■> 

t- w ~ 




closing a letter form which 
to use, whether you send it 
through us , Prisoners can a 
package, not over six pounds 
other month. 


you might wish 
directly or 
Iso receive one 
in weight, every 


To insure, the safe and rapid delivery of mail 
from prisoners, the North Vietnamese will send 
periodic packets of letters through our office. 
The letters will then be dispatched immediately 
to the families to whom they are addressed. 


The only way to secure the eventual release 
of prisoners Is through the decision by the 
United States to end the war. But in the mean- 
time we are pleased to be able to assist in 
the communication between men and their families. 
We hope to forward letters on to you again soon. 


sincerely. 



G jddes 


COMMITTEE OF^ tSON 

with Eamih - of Servicemen Oetr. ad in North Vietnam 

365 West 42nd Strcel, New York, N.Y. 10336 


CABLE ADDRESS: 

COLIAF AM 


(212) 765-1470 
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Dove Dell ingcr 
Coro Weiss 


Treosurer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 

Committee 

Richord J. Domett 
Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard FoH; 

Rev. Richard Fernandez 
No imen Fruchter 
'Maggie Geddes 
Steve Hoi I iwell * 

Prof. Donald Kaiish 
Stewort Meacharc 
Prof. Bco Seitzmon 
Prof. Franz Schurmann 
Ethel Taylor 
* Burba ra Wrrstrr 
T rudi Young * 


Aoril 20. 1970 
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Rev. Richard Fernandez, a member of the 
Committee of Liaison, returned today from a 
two-week trip to Laos and North Vietnam. He 
brought back the enclosed letter along with 
201 others from prisoners being held in 
North Vietnam. 
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interview with three pilots, Cdr. Robert 
Schweitzer, Cdr. Walter Wilber and Lt . Col. 
Edison Miller. He also was advised by North 
Vietnamese authorities that families should 
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write letters monthly on the 
letter forms. We are therefore sending 
eeveral to you at this time and will send 
more with subsequent mail. 
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We are of course very pleased to be able 
to forward this letter to you. 




Sincerely yours. 




(J<d!&<nejc r> 


/ 


Steven E. Halliwell 
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